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PREFACE 

In this volume is published a facsimile of the 
Oriental MS- 6805 in the Department of Oriental 
Printed Books and MSS. containing texts, written 
in a Nubian dialect akin to the modern Ntiba, 
which relate to Saint Mena, an Egyptian soldier 
who suffered martyrdom in Phrygia early in the 
fourth century, and to certain of the Canons of 
Nicaea. The MS. is one of the very few extant 
books of the ancient Church of the Sild&n. The 
texts in it are complete and are of supreme im- 
portance for the study of the Nubian language. 

In the Introduction the principal facts in the 
history of the rise, progress, development, and 
decay of Christianity in the northern Sud&n are 
narrated, and the text and translation of a very 
ancient Ethiopic version of the life and martyrdom 
and miracles of Saint Mena are added. This ver- 
sion contains several important details describing 
the growth of the cult of Saint Mena in Egypt, 
which are not found in the Greek and Arabic 
versions. 

E. A. WALLIS BUDGE. 

Department of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, 
British Museum. 
April 27, 1909, 
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INTRODUCTION 

I. THE NUBIAN MS. OKIENTAL 6805, 
AND THE CHUECH IN THE SUDAN 

This important manuscript, of which a facsimile 
is given in the present volume, is written in letters, 
the greater number of which are Greek, and in a 
language which is not akin either to that of the 
ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics, or to its later 
representative, Coptic. It is, however, at present 
impossible to describe its exact relationship to the 
ancient languages of North and East Africa. The 
Greek words which occur in the two texts contained 
in the manuscript prove that their subject-matter 
is Christian in character. One text is a work 
dealing with the Life of Saint Mena, or Mfn&s, and 
the other appears to be a rendering of certain of 
the Canons of Nicaea. We are therefore driven to 
conclude that the language in which the manuscript 
is written is one of those native African dialects 
used by the Nubian Christians of the northern 
Stid^n. The manuscript is in fact one of the very 
few remains 1 of the literature of the Church of 
Nubia, and linguistically is of the greatest value. 
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1 Portions of two manuscripts written in the same dialect, now 
at Berlin, have been described by Schafer and Schmidt in the 
Sitzungsberichte of the Royal Prussian Academy, No. XLIII, 
1906, and No. XXXI, 1907. 
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2 INTRODUCTION 

It is uncertain at what period Christianity entered 
Nubia \ and by what means its introduction was 
effected. There is little doubt that many Egyptian 
Christians fled from the persecutions of Trajan (98- 
117), Decius (250), Valerian (253-260), Diocletian 
(284-305), and Maximinus (305-311), into Nubia, 
where they settled on the islands in the Nile, and 
among the rocks on both sides of the Valley of 
the Nile. According to Gregory Bar-Hebraeus 2 
Christianity had in the reign of Constantino pene- 
trated all Egypt, the Sild&n, and Abyssinia, and had 
made its way so far to the south in the Sild&n as 
the Blue Nile. 

The conversion of the Nubians as a nation to 
Christianity took place about the middle of the sixth 
century, the first Christian king of the northern 
Stid&n being Silko, who established his throne in 
the city of Old Dongola, about 100 miles from 
Napata, at the foot of the Fourth Cataract. Silko, 
who in his inscription 3 at Kal&bshah styles himself 
the BacriXtovcos of the Nobadae and of all the 
Ethiopians 4 , fought against the Blemmyes, i.e. 
the Bega, or Baja, tribes who had settlements on 
the Nile, and beat them several times, and after 
his fifth fight he occupied their cities from Tafa 

1 See Vansleben, Hhtoire de VEglise $ Alexandria Paris, 1577, 
chapter x; and Quatrem&re, Memoires Geographiques, torn, ii, 
Paris, 1811, pp. 52 ff. 

2 Historia Dynastarum, text, p. 135. 
8 See Lepsius, Denkmaler, VI. 95, and Dittenberger, Orientis 

Graeci Inscriptiones, I. 303, 

4 i. e. the Nubians of the northern Sftdan, for he cannot have 
ruled Abyssinia. 
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THE NUBIAN MS. ORIENTAL 6805 & 

(Taphis) to Ibrim (Primis). Soon after he had thus 
made himself master of Nubia the Emperor Justinian 
(527-565) ordered Narses the Pers-Armenian to go 
to Philae and to put an end to the worship of Isis, 
which still flourished there in spite of the Edict 
of Theodosius I against paganism. Narses carried 
out his instructions 1 with thoroughness, for he 
seized the priests of Isis and Osiris and cast them 
into prison, confiscated the revenues of the great 
temple of Isis on behalf of his master, and carried 
off the statues of the gods, which were of precious 
metal, to Constantinople. These events took place 
about 563, probably as the result of an arrangement 
made with Silko by Justinian, for such high-handed 
proceedings could hardly have been carried out 

r-i 

unless the Nubian king and his subjects consented* 

According to Gregory Bar-Hebraeus 2 this arrange* 

ment was made by the Empress Theodora, who 

sent a special envoy called Julian to convert the 
— ^ 

Nubians. This envoy, by the help of the Duke of 

the ThebaSd, arrived in Nubia before the bishop 
who had been sent by her husband to convert the 
Nubians, and succeeded in baptizing the king and 
his nobles, and ' converted all the Kushites to the 
orthodox faith \ Henceforward the Nubian Chris- 
tians became subjects of the throne of Alexandria* 
Julian on his departure left the Nubian Church in 
the care of Theodore, bishop of Philae, who turned 
a part of the temple of Isis into a church, and 
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1 Procopius, JDe Bello Persico, I. xix. 59, 60. 

2 Eccles. Hist., ed. Abbeloos and Lainy, I. col. 220 ff. 
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covered the walls with a coating of plaster to hide 
the figures of the gods of the Egyptians *. 

The Nubian Church grew and flourished, and 
enjoyed peace until after the conquest of Egypt 
by the Arabs, In 652 the Muslim leader marched 
with an army to Dongola, captured the city, and 
imposed upon the Christians the annual tribute 
known as the 'Bakt', which originally consisted 
of 360 healthy slaves, men and women 2 . The Bakt 
was paid with more or less regularity until 1275, 
when D&wtid, king of Nubia, broke faith with the 
Muslims, who promptly invaded the northern 
Sudan and annexed it. From this time the decline 
of the Nubian Church was rapid, for the victorious 
Arabs made many Christians embrace Islam, the 
intermarriage of Muslims and Christians became 
common, and finally, chiefly through the internal 
dissensions which ensued, the Nubian Church came 
to an end about 1350. The growing power of the 
Arabs hemmed in the Nubian Christian kingdom 
on the north, east, and west, and the whole popula- 
tion apostatized and embraced Islam. 

The Christian kingdom of the Sudan was divided 
into two parts, viz. northern and southern. The 
former was called Mukurrah, and its capital was 
Dongola; the latter was called ''Aiwa' 3 , and its 
capital was Sdba, or Suba, a city on the right bank 
of the Blue Nile, a few miles above Khurtum 
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1 Letronne, Hist, du Christianisme, p. 80. 

2 Poole, Middle Ages, p. 21; Burckhardt, Travels, p. 511. 
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THE NUBIAN MS. ORIENTAL 6805 5 

(Khartum). The Muslim writer Salim al-Aswani 
states that the king of e Alwa was greater than the 
governor of Mukurrah, and had a larger army, and 
that his country was more extensive and more 
fertile than that of Mukurrah. He had great flocks 
of sheep and goats, herds of cattle, fine horses, and 
bulls of a red colour. His religion was that of 
the Jacobite Christians, and the bishops were ap- 
pointed by the Patriarch of Alexandria. Their 
books were in the Greek tongue, and they were 
translated into the language of the country. Salim 
adds, 4 The understanding of these people is inferior 
to that of the Nubas/ Another well-informed 
writer, Abti S&lih, states 1 that the kingdom of 
e Alwa was large, and consisted of vast provinces 
wherein were four hundred churches. It is said 
that in the sixteenth century there were still 
standing in the country one hundred and fifty 
churches which contained crucifixes and pictures 
of the Virgin Mary painted on the walls, all of 
them being old 2 . 

The Christian kingdom of the Sudan occupied 
that portion of the Nile Valley which extended 
from Tafa on the north to e Alwa on the Blue Nile 
in the south, and its towns and churches were 
established chiefly on the river banks and on the 
islands in the Nile. In the northern part of the 
kingdom, from very early times to the conquest 
of Egypt by the Arabs in 640, the languages most 
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1 Edited by Evetts, p. 263. 

* A. J. Butler in Evetts's AM S&lih, p. 264. 
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6 INTRODUCTION 

commonly spoken by the tribes on the right bank 
of the Nile belonged to the Hamitic family, whilst 
those spoken by the peoples on the left bank be- 
longed to the Nilba group, which to-day includes 
the languages of the Negroid Dinkas, Shilluks or 
Shullas, the Bongos, and the B&ri. The Ntiba 
language was probably spoken by the natives on 
the west bank of the Nile, from the First Cata- 
ract to Kordof&n. Though the northern Stidfin 
was conquered and annexed by the Egyptians so 
far back as the Xllth dynasty, and though its 
peoples were subject to them for two thousand 
years, there is no evidence to show that the natives 
adopted the Egyptian language generally. The 
civilization of Egypt, however, exercised a lasting 
influence on them as regards their manners and cus- 
toms. For several hundreds of years after they had 
established independent native kingdoms at Napata 
and Meroe, they buried their dead under pyramids, 
like the Pharaohs of the Ancient Empire, and wor- 
shipped Egyptian gods, e.g. Ea, Osiris, Khnemu, 
Anubis, Isis, Nephthys, &c. Moreover, they em- 
ployed Egyptian hieroglyphics in the inscriptions 
with which they covered the walls of their temples 
and funerary chapels. To many of the hieroglyphics, 
however, they assigned new values, just as the 
scribes of the Ptolemaic Period did in Egypt. 
Owing to the researches of Birch 1 , Brugsch, 
Reinisch 2 , and Erman 3 , several of these values 

1 Aegypti8che Zeitsehrifi, 1868, pp. 61 ff. 

2 Ibid., 1877, vol. XXV, pp. 1 ff. 

8 Ibid., 1881, vol. XIX, p. 112 ff., 1897, vol. XXXV, pp. 153ff. 
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THE NUBIAN MS. ORIENTAL 6805 7 

have been recovered, and Reinisch proved that 
some of the words deciphered by Brugsch were 
identical in sound and meaning with words in the 
modern Nuba language. 

Besides the hieroglyphic system of writing the 
Nubians also possessed a native system of writing, 
a fact fully proved by the mass of inscriptions 
collected by Lepsius l from the temples and other 
monuments which exist between Aswan and the 
Blue Nile, and to this writing, chiefly for con* 
venience' sake, the name ( Meroitic ' is now generally 
given. The Meroitic characters have not yet been 
deciphered, and authorities differ in describing their 
origin, but some of them resemble rudely cut forms 
of the characters which subsequently developed 
into the syllabic signs of Ethiopia Good examples 
of Meroitic writing in lapidary form are to be 
seen on the two stone altars which are exhibited 
in the Southern Egyptian Gallery in the British 
Museum (Bay 30, Nos. 1050 and 1051). About 
the ancient name of the Meroitic character there is 
some doubt. Lepsius called attention 2 to the list of 
kinds of writing possessed by the Hamitic peoples 
given by Eutychius, Patriarch of Alexandria about 
930, and by a manuscript in the Berlin Museum. 
According to Eutychius they were six in number, 
viz, : 1. Misri ; 2. Nilbi ; 3. Habeshi ; 4. Firengis ; 
5. Finikes ; 6. Kankell ; and according to the Berlin 
MS. there were six, viz. : 1. Kubti ; 2. Habeshi ; 
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See the Denkmaler, Abth. VI. 



J Nubiscke Gramniatik, Berlin, 1880, p. <sxxi. 
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8 INTRODUCTION 

3. Nubi ; 4. Kiliki ; 5. Filestini ; 6. Kfibali. In the 
latter list Kubti is undoubtedly Coptic, Habeshi is 
Ethiopic, Nilbi is Nubian, Filestini is some form 
of Palestinian writing, and Ktlbali is probably, as 
Lepsius supposed, a form of writing in use among 
the Kaba'il, or ' Tribes'. No. 4 writing, Kiliki, 
is unidentified. Lepsius thought that it was the 
writing which was in use in the Christian kingdom 
of € Alwa, to the south of Meroe, and that he had 
obtained specimens of it in two inscriptions which 
he acquired for the Eoyal Museum in Berlin \ 
This writing is similar to Coptic, with certain 
additional characters. The question is one of 
considerable difficulty owing to the lack of facts, 
but it is possible that Nubi was the name for 
the writing commonly used in the northern half 
of the Nubian Christian kingdom, and Kiliki for 
that in use in the southern half, in fact, that there 
were two distinct kinds of writing just as there were 
two distinct dialects of the language. 

Until what date the native system or systems 
of writing continued to be used in the northern 
Stid&n is uncertain, but it can hardly have been 
later than the beginning of the sixth century. The 
inscription of Silko, which is in the Greek language 
and is written in Greek characters, was made about 
550, and these facts indicate that no unimportant 
section of the population must have understood 
Greek. The mere use of Greek in a royal, historical 
inscription of the kind proves that among the 
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Published in his Denhnaler, VI, Bl. 12. 



r^n^nfi fc Original from 

by VrUUglL UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



it! =3 

c "a 

_: (D 

-a «J 

€ 3 i 



£ s 

CD to 

rH E 

o *± 

pi - 

o ro 

9 £ 

9 £ 



THE NUBIAN MS. ORIENTAL 6805 9 

northern Nubians at least that language had sup- 
planted the native tongue. There is good reason 
for thinking that the knowledge of Greek in the 
northern Sud&n is older than has been commonly 
supposed, and that the translations of Greek works 
into the Nubian language were made direct from 
Greek and not from Coptic. The Nubian king 
Arq-Amen, the Ergamenes of Diodorus (iii. 6), 
was educated at Alexandria in accordance with 
Hellenistic ideas by Ptolemy Philadelphus, and 
the influence of Hellenistic art is visible in 
all the temples and other buildings which may 
still be seen at c Amara, Gebel Barkal, Mero§, Nagaa, 
and in the Wftdl Masaww£r&t built by his successors. 
In early Christian times Greek must have been 
well known by some of the monks who settled 
in and about Asw&n, and in the sixth century it 
was probably as well known as Coptic in great 
religious houses like those described by Palladius. 

Eeference has already been made to the statement 
of Salim al-Asw&ni that the books of the Nubians 
were in the Greek tongue, and were translated 
into the language of the country, and he is sup- 
ported by Abti S&lih, who says l that ' the land of 
Nubia is under the jurisdiction of the see of Saint 
Mark the Evangelist, which consecrates [their 
bishops] for them ; and their liturgy and prayers 
are in Greek'. This proves, as Mr. A. J. Butler 
has pointed out 2 , that Christianity was introduced 
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10 INTRODUCTION 

among the Nubians before the translation of the 
Egyptian liturgy into Coptic. That this liturgy 
was originally in Greek is proved by the Greek 
sentences which are still preserved in the midst 
of the Coptic versions, and by the existence of the 
Greek liturgy of Saint Mark, which is apparently 
the original of the Coptic St. Cyril. 

None of the above-mentioned writers, however, 
affords the least clue as to the class of languages 
to which 'the language of the country' belonged, 
and among modern authorities opinions differ. 
According to Brugsch T , it was one of the languages 
of the Naba group, but there seems to be little 
doubt that one of the dialects of the Bega, or 
Hamitic, group was spoken in the northern Nubian 
kingdom, especially in and about Talmis, the modern 
Kal&bshah, which for some period before 550 was 
one of the strongholds of the Blemmyes. The 
chief dialects of the modern Nubian language are 
four in number, and are as follows : 

1. The dialect spoken between the First Cataract 
and Korosko, which is called in Arabic lisdn al- 
Kanuz ; it is descended, probably, from the language 
spoken by the Ntiba tribe which Diocletian induced 
to leave the Oasis of KMrgah and settle in northern 
Nubia about the end of the third century. Kanz, 

or Kanuz, is derived from Kenset, ^""^ A , the 
ancient Egyptian name for northern Nubia. The 
people of the district are called in Nubian Mattoki. 

2. The dialect spoken at Korosko, and for several 

CD 

1 Aegyptische Zeitschrift, 1877, vol. XXV, pp. 1 ff., 75 ff. 



u 

=3 



Sr O) 

-C u 

is 

iD to 

rH E 

o ±± 

pi - 

o ro 
9 £ 

9 £ 



go a> 



■a E 

<L> o 

Id q 

CD 3 

{J Q_ 



f^ru"*nL" fc Original from 

by VjUUglL UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



it! =3 

c "a 

_: (D 

-a «J 

€ 3 i 



CD to 

rH E 

o *± 

pi - 

o ro 

9 £ 

9 £ 



3 
C O) 
O O 



3 ^ 
O -a 

C 0) 

PI 

DO 0) 



-D E 

<L> O 

Id q 

CU 3 

CD Q- 



THE NUBIAN MS. ORIENTAL 6805 11 

miles to the north and south of that place. Arabic 
has been spoken at Korosko for many centuries, 
a result due to the caravans which travelled from 
Morocco and other places in the west to the gold 
mines in the northern Atbai and to the kingdom 
of Sennaar via Abu Hamed. The people between 
Korosko and Halfah are called in Nubian Saidokki. 

3. The dialect of Mahass, which is spoken through- 
out the provinces of Halfah, the Batn al-Hagar, 
Sukkot, and Mahass, and upstream to Hannek and 
Badin Island. The Mahassi dialect was formerly 
called ' al-Marisi \ The natives of the province of 
Sukkot have been nicknamed 'Fadiji', i. e. 'the 
dying ones' 1 . 

4. The dialect called ' Dongolawi ', or the dialect 
of Dongola, which is spoken from Kermah, at the 
head of the Third Cataract, to Ambukdl, and through 
the Arab province of Dar Shaikiyah. It is said 
that a native of Dongola cannot understand the 
speech of a man of Mahass. 

The principal works on the Nubian language to 
be consulted in connexion with the British Museum 
MSS. are : 1. Keinisch's Die Nuba-Sprache in two 
volumes, Vienna, 1879. The first volume contains 
a grammar of the language with a set of pieces 
for reading in the Kanuzi, Dongolawi, Fadijf, and 
Mahassi dialects, and a fine collection of proverbs ; 
the second contains Nubian-German and German- 
Nubian vocabularies. 2. Lepsius's NuUsche Gram- 



1 For the origin of the nickname see Reinisch, Die Nvba- 
Sj>raehe, I, p. 180. 
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12 INTRODUCTION 

mafr'A;, Berlin, 1880, which contains a translation 
into Nubian of the Gospel of Saint Mark, and 
a series of Nubian songs, with Nubian-German and 
German-Nubian vocabularies. The Nubian version 
of Saint Mark's Gospel was reprinted, with modifi- 
cations, by the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in 1885, and issued under the title 'Ingll Yesu 
el-Messihnilin, markosin feyisln nagitta\ A tran- 
script from this edition into Arabic characters was 
published in Cairo in 1906 \ 3. The papers by 
Drs. Schafer and Schmidt, published in the Sitzungs- 
berichte of the Royal Prussian Academy of Sciences, 
entitled Die ersten Bruchstucke christlicher Literatur 
in altnubischer Sprache (1906, XLIII), and Die alt- 
nubischen christlichen Handschriften der Kdniglichen 
Bibliothek zu Berlin (1907, XXXI). 
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II. DESCRIPTION OF THE MS. ORIENTAL 

6805 

This manuscript was found by nomad Arabs, 
with portions of two or three others of the same 
class and several Coptic vellum manuscripts, in a 
rough stone coffer which was buried in the moun- 
tains near Edfil in Upper Egypt, some three or four 
years ago, and was purchased by the Trustees of the 
British Museum in 1908. It measures about 6^ in, 
by 4 in. and consists of eighteen leaves ; the greater 
portion of the last leaf has been cut away. The 
quires are three in number, and are unsigned, and 
each contains six leaves ; they are bound in thin 
but strong covers formed of two or three layers 
of brownish leather pasted together. The outer 

"D 

margins of several of the leaves are worm-eaten, 

to 

and in a few places the text has disappeared ; one 
leaf was torn in ancient days, and was repaired 
by sewing. The first seventeen pages are num- 
bered with letters, and the remainder are unnum- 
bered. Each inscribed page contains one column 
of writing of from twelve to eighteen lines. 

The manuscript contains two distinct works, the 
titles of which, as well as the * and <o above them, 
are written in red. Above the title of the first 
work is a narrow band of basket-work ornament 
in black, which resembles the decoration of initial 
pages in certain Coptic manuscripts, and on the top 
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14 INTRODUCTION 

margin are three linear designs in red and black, 
each of which encloses the letter ^. 

The handwriting of the first half of the manuscript 
is uniform, bold, and clear, and though the letters 
are somewhat thick they are carefully formed 
throughout; on Fol. 26 is a large initial letter. 
In the second half the writing is less regular, the 
letters are thinner, and the scribe appears to have 
used a fine-pointed reed. 

On Fol. 10 a is an illustration in which, traced 
in outline, we have a representation of Saint M6na, 
&cioc AJLHttdt, on horseback. He wears a tunic, 
belt, and cloak, parts of which are decorated with 
a braided bordering, and holds in his right hand 
a long-shafted spear, the head of which is turned 
towards the ground. It may be noted that the 
end of the spear-shaft is not in the form of a cross, 
as is usually the case in Coptic pictures of military 
saints on horseback, e. g. those of Saint Theodore 
and Saint Victor 1 . Above his head are three 
crowns, the one in the centre being surmounted 
by a cross, which somewhat resembles the Coptic 
cross ; these crowns are referred to on p. 47. To 
the right, at the foot of the page, is the figure of 
a bearded man grasping the left forehoof of the 
saint's horse with his right hand. The lower margin 
of the leaf is worm-eaten, and a portion of the figure 
is wanting. 

To assign an exact date to the manuscript is 



1 See Hyvernat, Album de Paleograiriiie Copte, Paris, 1888, 
Plates 16, 17. 



f^ru"*nL" fc Original from 

by VrUUglL UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



DESCRIPTION OP THE MS. ORIENTAL 6805 15 

impossible, but it was probably written in the 
ninth or tenth century. 

The greater number of the letters employed in 
the manuscript are Greek, and in form and 
character resemble those found in Coptic MSS. 
The letters *, <*, *x, e, h, i, r, X, ju, «, o, n, p, c, t, 
tt, oi are of common occurrence, and there are 
several examples of *r, ei, ctt, ott, and o, *i, i«x, 
'ie, iott, ih, o'ibk (Fol. 5 6, 1. 8), &c. The letters 
fe, 7;, e, q>, yi, and v^r only appear in Greek words 
and names, or in Graecized forms of words and 
names from other languages, e. g. 

*M* Fol. 16 6, 1. 13. 

^Xc^n^pe Fol. 16, 1. 7. 

«oin&. eeXn&e (proper name ?) Fol. 15 6, 1. 13. 

n^peeitoc Fol. 6 a, 1. 4. 

Aft&piAJL^eecH Fol. 15 6, 1. 13. 

Ai&pecoeffu) Fol. 8 6, 1. 7. 

<f}i\o^en\, <£i\o^€hh Fol. 3 a, 1. 6 ; 6, 1. 7 ; 
Fol. 4 6, 1. 14. 

3£picTi&.woc Fol. 2 a, L 12. 

\^\ Fol. 15 6, 11. 9 and 10. 
Besides the Greek letters the following are 
found : 

uj, which probably has the value of sh, as in 
Coptic. See 

toufujjKit Fol. 16 6, 1. 3 ; Fol. 17 a, 1. 6. 

roauuji Fol. 17 a, 1. 13. 

£, which probably has the value of h, as in 
Coptic. See 

g^pju Fol. 11 a, 11. 6 and 12. 
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16 INTRODUCTION 

<y, or S, which probably has the value of dsch, or 
tsch, like the Coptic <s or «. See 

^X7Ve\io<$ovpe Fol. 3 &, 11. 4 and 14. 
npa^a^p* Fol. 13 &, 1. 3, &c. 

V( and C. The exact values of these letters are 
unknown. Both Reinisch 1 and Lepsius 2 give three 
n sounds in the Nubian alphabet (n, n, and h), and 
it is possible that these unknown letters may repre- 
sent n and n, as has already been suggested 3 . 

3 ft ?) This form occurs once (Fol. 16 &, 1. 15). 

Apparently no provision is made for an /sound, 
like the Coptic q, but the table given by Keinisch 
(vol. I, p. 7), which shows the interchange between 
b and /, explains the omission. 

Punctuation is marked by dots and short lines, 
and several of the letters have short lines drawn 
over them, as in Coptic, e.g. ?, k, \ S, H, n, p, 
c, t, &c. 

m and h* (Fol. 17 a) appear to be the numbers 
xii and xiii. 
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1 Nubisclte Grammatik (Vorwort). 

2 Nvba-Sprache, I, p. 1. 

8 Schafer and Schmidt, opp. citt. 
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III. THE CONTENTS OP THE 
MANUSCKIPT 

The language in which the manuscript is written 
is, at present, unknown, but the Greek words that 
occur in it make it certain that the subject-matter 
is Christian in character ; the forms in which these 
words are found are as follows : 

3£piCTOC Fol. 16; IHCOTTCI 2£piCTOC Fol. 

17 6, 1. 12. 
ju^prvpoc Fol. 1 6. 

2£picTi*itoc Fol. 2 a ; Fol. 4 a ; Fol. 9 a. 
q>i\c$€iti Fol. 3 a and 6; ^iXo^eitH Fol. 46. 
eWmtoc Fol. 3 6. 
?UKeit*(?) FoL4 6. 
RewTpoti (?) Fol. 5 6. 
n^peeuoc Fol. 6 a. 
Tpicijwcm Fol. 6 a. 
*<?ioc Fol. 6 a. 

tbetuo, with Coptic optative Ai^pe (?) Fol. 86. 
*p*roc Fol. 10 6. 
npoc Fol. 10 6. 

Yepeoc Fo]. 11a; lepovc Fol. 11a. 
mioctoXo .... Fol. 156. 

er*uo<e\ Fol. 15 6. 

qr*\ Fol. 15 6. 

AjLd.ec, with Coptic optative Ai^pi (?) Fol. 156. 
cT^vpoc Fol. 16 a. 
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18 INTRODUCTION 

Hebrew words and names appear in Graecized 
forms, e. g. 

*ju.hii = jbk Fol. 1 &, Fol 18 a, &c. 
*XXi\0Vi&} = n$ty\ Fol. 15 6, 1. 9. 
kWotU I " FoL 15 &, L 12. 

ooccdttid^ = KjrwKn, in the phrase ooccmuk 

HTpli,K€tt OTHOTp X 

Foil. 5 6,6a; Fol. 11a. 



AA&pi&itJ 

*iepoirc*\iuuH* = t^rvv Fol. 16 &, 1. 8. 

feline 



= on? Fol. 6 a, L 5 ; 6, 1. 7. 



= ax (K3K) Fol. 16 a, 1. 10 (*am* leiov- 
*moc), and Fol. 16 6, 1. 13. 



c*t*k* = jtpfc Fol. 14 6, L 8. 

There is no reason why the texts in the manu- 
script should not have been translated direct from 
Greek originals, but, in view of such forms as 
AAdtpeoteeu) and juL&piAjL^ee, if Ai^pe and jm^pi 
do really represent the Coptic optative, they may 
have been translated from Coptic. That the 
Nubians were well acquainted with the Coptic 
and Syrian systems of writing, as well as the 
Greek, is evident from the Kitdb al-Fihrist\ and 
Nubian Christianity must, after all, have resembled 



1 See Kittib al-Fihrist, ed. Flttgel, Leipzig, 1872, torn, i, p. 19. 
The author of this work was horn between 913 and 936, and was 
called Ibn Abl Ya'kfib an-Nadim. In his chapter on the writings 
in use in the Sudan he says that the Bega peoples have a writing 
and a literature of their own, and adds that the Nuba peoples 
write in Siryanl, Rumi (Greek), and Kubti characters. 
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THE CONTENTS OF THE MANUSCRIPT 19 

closely that of Egypt. The monasteries and reli- 
gious houses of Nubia were copies of those of 
Egypt, the ' rule 9 was that of the monks of Egypt, 
and the religious literature studied in both coun- 
tries must have been the same. 

In the title of the first work in the manuscript 
are found ^picTocn Ai^pnrpoc, and the name 
juHitdt, prefixed by a Nubian word which must mean 
4 saint 9 or ' blessed ' ; the last word of the title is 
djuHH. From these words and names it is clear 
that the text which follows must refer to Mena, 
a martyr of Christ, and it may be a hymn to the 
saint, or an encomium on him, or a history of his 
martyrdom, or a short summary of his life similar 
to the summaries of the lives of saints which are 
found in the Arabic or Ethiopic Synaxarium. 
Whether the title adds any description which would 
enable us to identify the Mena referred to cannot 
be said, but probably it does not. The name Mena, 
Mfna 1 , Mennas, Menas, &c, was borne by several 
Egyptian saints and martyrs, who were of sufficient 
importance to be commemorated in patristic litera- 
ture. Thus in the Ethiopic Synaxarium there are 
Minas and Hasina the martyrs 2 ; Min&s the martyr, 
with his mother Urania 3 ; Minas, Bishop of 
Tamaya 4 ; Minds a martyr, whose name is carefully 
stated to mean 9°}i9*\\ i.e. faithful or believing 6 ; 
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1 In ancient Egyptian Mend ( 



/WSAAA 



, the Menes of the Greeks. 



7 tfMTft; cDrhrt-ft Oriental 660, fol. 36 a, col. 2 (Tekemt vii). 

8 flMD-6'I.f : Oriental 660, fol. 53 a, col. 1 (Khadar xi). 

4 t<n>£: Oriental 660, fol. 58 6, col. 3 (Khadar vii), 

5 Oriental 660. fol. 66 6, col. 1 (Khadar xv). 
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Minas the Archbishop, who went to Scete 1 ; Minds 
Aragawt or the hermit, of whom nothing is known 2 ; 
Minds of Akhmim, who went to Eshmunen 3 ; 
Minds the martyr, from the city of Kus 4 ; and 
Minas the deacon, who is mentioned with Abbd 
Hdr 6 . In the Arabic Synaxarium we have Aba 
Mina on Hatur xv, Minas the martyr on Na- 
khassd ii, &c. 

In the outline drawing of Fol. 10 a of the Nubian 
MS. the &.WOC UH«\ there represented is an 
equestrian soldier, who became a military saint, 
like Saints Victor and Vicentius, Saint Kene and 
others, and of all the saints and martyrs mentioned 
above the only Minas who can possibly be identified 
with the original of the drawing is the Egyptian 
soldier who is commemorated on the fifteenth day 
of Khadar by the Abyssinians, on the fifteenth of 
Hatur by the Copts 6 , and on November 11 by the 
Western Churches 7 . Of the history of this saint 
previous to his martyrdom little is known, but 
a fairly full description of the tortures which he 
suffered and of his martyrdom exists in Greek, 
Latin, Arabic, and Ethiopic. In the accounts of 
the martyrdom given in these languages several 

1 Oriental 660, fol. 67 a, col. 3 (Khadar xv). 

8 Oriental 660, fol. 98 a, col. 1 (Takhshaah xiv). 

3 XftrnKjai: Oriental 660, fol. 159 b, col. 3 (Yakatit xvii). 

* Oriental 660, fol. 163 a, col. 3 (Yakatit xxv). 
5 Oriental 660, fol. 59 b : col. 2 (Genbot xv). 

* Wustenfeld, Synaxarium, das ist Heiligm-Kalmder der Cop- 
tischen Christen, Gotha, 1879, p. 117. 

7 See Acta Sanctorum, November (Propylaeum), Brussels, 1902, 
col. 211. 
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THE CONTENTS OF THE MANUSCRIPT 21 

proper names occur, e.g. those of the reigning 
emperors, the generals, &c, but none of these is 
forthcoming in the Nubian MS. It must, therefore, 
be concluded that the text in it relating to Mena is 
neither a life of the saint in the ordinary sense of the 
word, nor a general account of his martyrdom. It 
is probably a sort of rhythmic composition in short 
lines, similar to those which were sung in the 
Greek 1 and Ethiopian 2 Churches in honour of the 
saint on the day of his commemoration, containing 
allusions only to the sufferings which he endured, 
and abundant praises of his spiritual excellence. 

From the title to the second work in the Nubian 
MS. there is little information to be obtained about 
the contents of the text which follows, for at most 
only one name, nine*, and one word, k&iioii or 
KMion*, appear to be Greek. If nine* be Nicaea, 

o 

and nation*, be 'Canons*, the text probably con- 
tains a selection from the Canons which were 
formulated at Nicaea. 
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1 See Krumbacher, Miscdlen zuRomanos, Munich, 1907, pp. 1 ff. 
3 See Brit. Mus. MS. 16226, fuL 18 6. 
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IV. THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MENA 

From the narratives of the martyrdom of Mena 
now available, it is clear that the fame of the saint 
was very great, and that his tomb was regarded as 
a most holy place for some hundreds of years. He 
suffered martyrdom at the end of the third or 
beginning of the fourth century, and it may well be 
assumed that as soon as rumours of the wonderful 
supernatural powers of the saint, and the marvellous 
cures which he was supposed to effect, spread 
throughout Egypt, accounts of his sufferings and 
martyrdom would be written in Greek \ Latin 2 , 
Coptic, and Syriac. These would speedily find 
their way into all the great monasteries and reli- 
gious houses of Egypt and Nubia, and, little by 
little, narratives of his miracles would be added to 
them. The oldest accounts of his martyrdom are 
probably those written in Greek, for none are forth- 
coming either in Syriac or Coptic. It is remarkable 
that the great collection of Syriac MSS. from the 
Nitrian Desert catalogued by Professor William 

1 See Analecta Bollandiana, III, pp. 258-270, Paris and Brussels, 
1884; Bibliotheca Hagiographica Graeca (Societe des Bollandistes, 
Brussels, 1895), p. 91 ; Krumbacher, Miscellen zu Romanos, 
Munich, 1907, pp. 31-43, &c. ; Acta Sanctorum (Propylaeum), 
Brussels, 1902, col. 211. The Greek MS. from which the Latin 
version printed in Mombritius, Sanctuarium, II. 156, 157, was 
made seems to have disappeared. 

2 See Bibliotheca Hagiographica Latina (Societe des Bollandistes, 
Brussels, 1900-1901), p. 864. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MENA S3 

Wright 1 contained no life of the saint, especially 
when we remember how near the WadI Natrun is 
to Alexandria. The principal facts of the martyrdom 
of Mena derived from the accounts in Greek are as 
follows : 

Mena lived under the rule of Diocletian and 
Maximianus, who issued edicts ordering all men to 
worship their gods, and decreeing torture and death 
to all who were Christians. He was a soldier, and 
served under Firmilianus, and possessed consider- 
able mental ability, and was of fine, commanding 
stature. When he arrived at Kotyaion with his 
fellows he heard of the edict of the emperors, and fled 
to the desert, preferring to live with wild animals 
rather than worship idols. Having fasted and 
prayed in the desert for some time, he made his 
appearance in the city during the performance of 
the games and equestrian exercises at one of the 
great festivals, and, as the result of the tumult 
which his words and appearance produced, was 
seized and carried before Pyrrhus, the prefect. 
In answer to his questions Mena declared that he 
was a Christian, and was dismissed under guard 
and in fetters until the following day. On the 
morrow when he appeared before the prefect, 
Pyrrhus tried to persuade him to give up his 
belief, and when he derided the idea Pyrrhus lost 
his temper and ordered him to be flogged. This 
order was carried out with such thoroughness that 

1 Catalogue of the Syriac MSS. in the British Museum, 3 vols. 
4to, 1870-1872. 



C^f\nct\i' Original from 

by VjUU^U. UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



^ =3 

_: CD 

-a «J 

€ 3 i 



£ s 

CD to 

rH E 

o *± 

pi - 

o ro 

9 £ 

9 £ 



24 INTRODUCTION 

the earth was reddened by the blood from Mena's 
wounds. Finding that he made no impression on 
Mena's mind by the flogging, Pyrrhus ordered him 
to be hung up on a block of wood, and when this 
was done he caused his body to be scraped with 
sharp claw-like iron instruments, and at length 
most of his skin was torn off him. Seeing that 
Mena remained steadfast in his belief, Pyrrhus next 
ordered lighted torches to be applied to his wounds, 
and, when these proved powerless to make him 
renounce Christ, ordered him to be removed for 
a season. When he was next brought before 
Pyrrhus, he became filled with wrath at the bold- 
ness of Mena's words, and commanded men to drag 
him, bound hand and foot, backwards and forwards 
over sharp iron stakes fastened in the ground, and 
then had him beaten on the neck and jaws. At 
length Pyrrhus, after consultation with his officers, 
ordered M§na to be beheaded outside the city and 
his body to be burnt ; and the sentence was duly 
carried out. Whilst, however, the body was in the 
fire certain pious men succeeded in rescuing it, and 
they carried it away to a suitable place, and having 
anointed it with unguents and wrapped it in fine 
linen, they took it back to his native country. 

The Life of Mena given in Arabic in the Jacobite 
Synaxarium 1 adds a number of details about the 
saint which are wanting in the Greek. It states 
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1 The Arabic text has been edited, with a French translation, 
by Ren6 Basset in Patrologia Orientalis, torn, iii, fasc. 3, Paris 
(no date) ; a German translation is given by Wustenfeld, Syrwxa- 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT M&NA 25 

that he was surnamed ' Al- Amin ', a play on the 
word * Amen ', and that his father was a citizen of 
Nikyus, called Awdeksytis (Eudoxius), who was sent 
to rule in Phrygia as a result of an intrigue by his 
brother. Mena was born as the result of a special 
appeal by his mother to the Virgin Mary, and the 
child grew up and was educated as a Christian ; 
on the death of his father he succeeded to his office, 
but he gave himself up to fasting and prayer. 
After the promulgation of Diocletian's edict he 
publicly proclaimed his belief in the Christian faith, 
and after suffering many tortures he was beheaded. 
His body was rescued by the faithful from the fire 
into which it had been cast, and when the troops 
of Mareotis were going to Pentapolis they took it 
with them. Whilst they were on the sea, tame 
creatures, with faces like those of wild beasts and 
necks like those of camels, came up out of it, and 
began to stretch out their necks along the body 
of the saint and to lick it, whereupon fire came 
forth out of the body and consumed their faces. 

When the troops had performed their duties 
and were about to leave Alexandria for Mareotis, 
they wished to take the body of Mena with them ; 
but when they placed it on a camel, for transport 
to the ship, the animal refused to move. A second 
camel was brought and the body was laid upon it, 
but though beaten severely this animal also refused 
to move. The soldiers then recognized that it was 
God's will that the body of the saint should not 
leave Alexandria, and, having built there a tomb 
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and buried the body in it, they departed. Near 
this tomb was a well or spring, the water of 
which was accidentally discovered to contain 
medicinal properties. A sheep with the scab 
walked into it, and when it had come out and 
had rolled itself in the dust near the tomb it was 
healed 1 . Seeing this the shepherd took some of 
the same dust, and, having mixed it with the water, 
rubbed the mixture on all his sheep that had the 
scab, and they were at once healed. Now the * King 
of Constantinople ' had an only daughter who was 
smitten with leprosy, and when he heard the story 
of the sheep he sent her to Alexandria with 
a large escort. Having learned from the shepherd 
what she ought to do, she mixed some dust of the 
tomb with the water and rubbed her body with it ; 
she slept in that place that night, and when she 
woke up the next morning she was healed. During 
her sleep Mena appeared to her and told her that 
his body was buried in that place, whereupon she 
reported the matter to her father, who sent men 
and money and built a church there. During the 
reigns of Arcadius and Honorius a large town was 
built near the tomb and the spring, and great num- 
bers of miracles 2 were performed there from that 
time until the period of the rule of the Muslims, 
when the town and the church were destroyed. 

1 A version of this story is given by Mr. A. J. Butler in his 
Ancient Coptic Churches of Egypt, II, p. 362. 

2 Five miracles of M6na are described by Timothy, Archbishop 
of Alexandria : see Surius, De Frobatis Sanctorum Vitis, Cologne, 
1618 (November 11). 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT M&NA 27 

Among the literature of the Ethiopian Church 
two accounts of Saint Mena are preserved. The 
shorter is contained in the Synaxarium, and appears 
to have been translated from an Arabic text similar 
to that given in the Jacobite Synaxarium which was 
used by the Copts. At the end is a slight variation ; 
and it is said that Satan stirred up evil men to 
destroy the church of Mena, and carry away his 
body, and lay waste the city, and that when a new 
church had been built, and the body laid in it, 
more signs and wonders appeared than before. The 
longer account was also probably translated from 
the Arabic, but at what period cannot be said. 
The oldest known copy of it is contained in 
Oriental 689 \ which Professor William Wright 
attributed to the fifteenth century. This account 
gives a description of the life of Mena before his 
martyrdom and the details of his sufferings, and 
reproduces the conversations between Mena and the 
governor, and adds information which is not found 
elsewhere. Up to the end of the narrative of the 
martyrdom it agrees closely in many places with 
the Greek text printed in Analecta Bollandiana, III, 
pp. 258-270, but there are several passages in it 
for which there are no equivalents in any published 
Greek text. 

In the Jacobite Synaxarium it is said that when 
Mena was living in the desert he saw heaven open 
and the martyrs wearing beautiful and glorious 
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1 See Wright, Catalogue of the Ethlopic MSS. in the British 
Museum, p. 159. 
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28 INTRODUCTION 

crowns, and heard a voice which said, i Whosoever 
shall suffer for the Name of Christ shall receive 
these crowns/ In the longer Ethiopic version this 
speech is much fuller, and Mena is told that he 
shall receive three incorruptible crowns, like (those) 
of the Trinity, one as a reward for his chaste life, 
one for his patient endurance, and one for his 
martyrdom. This passage must have been present 
in the mind of the scribe who drew the picture 
of the saint in the Nubian MS. (Fol. 10 a), for 
there, above the figure of Mena on the horse, the 
three crowns are represented. In the Jacobite 
Synaxarium the fact that Mena was a soldier is 
slurred over, but in the Ethiopic text it is insisted 
on again and again, and the governor, whose name 
is not given, called upon him to obey his orders 
because he was a soldier and a servant of the 
emperor. And when Mena quoted the Scriptures 
to him the governor asked him, ' Being a soldier 
how knowest thou this Scripture?' The Greek 
text says that after the saint had been beaten for 
some hours an officer present, called Heliodorus 1 , 
advised the governor to pass sentence of death on 
Mena without delay ; this name has been preserved 
in the Ethiopic under the form 'Habta Dah&ya 5 , 
i. e. ' gift of the sun \ 

The episode of the beasts coming up out of the 
sea is also amplified in the Ethiopic version. As 
the troops under their general Athanasius were 



1 Tfiv hrl ti}s to&cSs rts c HXt<JSa>pos Traptvrws, Analecta Bollan- 
diana, III. 268. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT M$NA 29 

sailing from Alexandria to Mareotis certain terrible 
beasts rose up out of the sea and tried to snatch 
away the body of the saint, but arrows of fire 
darted out from it and smote them in their faces, 
and they fled and hid themselves in the sea ; these 
beasts had long, thick necks, and their faces were 
like those of camels. And they came a second 
time, and when arrows of fire again struck them 
they bowed low before the body of the saint and 
departed. These things made all the people wonder 
exceedingly, and they glorified Mena who, they 
firmly believed, had delivered them from the 
terrible beasts in the sea. 

After sailing five days Athanasius and his troops 
reached Mareotis, where they fought a battle, and 
through the power of the body of Mena they van- 
quished the foe. When Athanasius was ready to 
return he wished to take the saint's body back with 
him, and had it placed on a camel for transport 
to the ship. The camel was, however, unable to 
move, and he therefore transferred it to the back 
of another camel, but this camel also was unable 
to move ; and he placed it on the back of every 
camel, one after the other, which he had with him, 
but none of them could walk away with it. Atha- 
nasius then recognized that God wished the body 
of the saint to remain where it was, and he desisted 
from his efforts to carry it away. Finding that he 
could not have Mena with him to guide and protect 
him in future, he decided to have the next best 
thing to the body, viz. a picture of the saint. He 
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therefore caused a portrait of Mena to be painted 
on a wooden tablet, and had it laid on the body 
of the saint, so that it might absorb some of the 
qualities of the dead man, and determined to take 
that with him as a protection when travelling by- 
sea or fighting on land. In the picture the saint 
* was dressed as he (i. e. Athanasius) had known him, 
in the uniform of a soldier, and there were at his 
feet representations of the beasts (from the sea), 
which resembled camels, and they were worshipping 
him '. It is clear from this statement that neither 
Athanasius nor the artist knew what the beasts from 
the sea really were, for otherwise the creatures 
would not have been represented as camels. What 
the soldiers in the boat saw as they sailed from 
Alexandria to Mareotis was probably 'a school 
of porpoises', which their fear transformed into 
'terrible beasts, with thick, long necks like those 
of camels'. 
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This portion of the Ethiopic account has some 
bearing on the question of the ornamentation of 
the terracotta flasks 1 , which have the name and 
figure of Saint Mena stamped on them, and are 
known to come from Alexandria and its neighbour- 
hood. The saint is seen standing upright, and he 
has a halo round his head. A short cloak is thrown 
over his left shoulder, and he wears a girdle and 
a sort of fringed or pleated tunic. Each hand is 
uplifted over a quadruped with a long neck and 

1 Collections of these are exhibited in the Fourth Egyptian Room 
and among the Christian Collections in the last room at the eastern 
end of the Northern Gallery in the British Museum, 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MftNA 31 

a tail, which is kneeling by the side of the saint, 
with its head and neck stretched out on the ground 
towards his feet * (see Plate I). The examination of 
thirty of these flasks leaves no room for doubt that 
the quadruped was intended by the designer of 
the moulds for the flasks to represent a camel. It 
has been generally assumed that the camels on 
the flasks are meant to represent the camels which 
refused to bear away the body of Mena from the 
place where God intended it to rest, but there is 
no proof that such is the case. Another view is 
that the camels illustrate a legend to the effect that 
when Mena was about to be beheaded he told the 
people near him to put his body after death on 
a camel, and to turn the animal loose, whereupon 
it would find its way to the place where he was 
to be buried 2 . The true explanation of the camels 
on the flasks of Mena is probably suggested by the 
Ethiopic version, which is clearly based on ancient 
materials. Athanasius the officer had a portrait 
painted of Mena, in the apparel of a soldier, with 
representations of beasts of the sea, * which resem- 
bled camels/ at his feet worshipping him. In other 
words, Mena the soldier was made into a maritime 
saint, because he delivered Athanasius and his 
troops from these marine creatures. The man who 
made the moulds of the oldest Mena flasks knew 
that he had to represent Mena as a military saint, 

1 On a reliquary at Milan the camels are represented with their 
heads and necks up; for an illustration see Murray, P.S.B.A., 
Jan. 1907, Plate 3. 

2 Mombritius, Sancluarium, II, fol. 157 b, col. 2. 
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with beasts ' which resembled camels 9 kneeling and 
worshipping him. Finding it impossible to make 
figures of beasts * which resembled camels' but 
were not camels, he made actual figures of camels, 
and placed them in the position required by the 
tradition current in his day. 

The shrine of Mena was at Mareotis, at no great 
distance from Alexandria, and nothing was more 
natural than that he should become a maritime 
saint, and the patron of fisher-folk and all those 
who lived on the seashore in the neighbourhood. 
The drawing of Saint Mena which is found in the 
Nubian MS. (Fol. 10 a) appears to contain traces 
of the tradition of the picture of Mena painted 
for Athanasius the officer. In it we have a good 
representation of a soldier on horseback, wearing 
a military cloak, belt, and tunic, and armed with 
a long-shafted spear, which is turned point down- 
wards. On the ground before him is a figure of 
a bearded man, with his right hand stretched out 
and touching the hoof of the left foreleg of the 
horse. Near its feet are the remains of some 
object which, owing to the mutilation of the bottom 
margin of the leaf, it is impossible to identify. 

According to the Synaxarium the place where 
the body of Mena was buried was made known 
by the saint himself to a daughter of the 'King 
of Constantinople ', but in the longer Ethiopic ver- 
sion it is said that his tomb was discovered in 
another way. A certain lame young man went 
and rested himself on a spot over which he saw 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT M£NA 33 

a lamp burning, and whilst he was there his father 
found him and began to beat him. The lame youth 
leaped to his feet, and finding that his foot was 
healed ran away in the sight of his father and the 
other people who were there. Subsequently the 
young man told them about the lamp, and then 
they looked and saw the lamp burning, and people 
flocked there and were healed of their diseases. 
Soon afterwards a church in the form of a tent was 
built over Mena's tomb; in it was hung a lamp 
similar to that which had been seen first by the 
lame young man ; it burned by day and by night, 
and the oil in it was scented ; and people who came 
from a distance took away to their homes some 
of the oil of that lamp, and effected cures on sick 
people therewith. These statements explain the 
existence of flasks stamped with the name and 
figure of Saint Mena ; they were used by the faith- 
ful for carrying away the scented oil which they 
obtained from the lamp burning over his grave. 

Mena flasks are flat, and are made of earths of 
various colours, pink, brown, grey, &c. ; they have 
usually two handles, and measure from about 3| in. 
to 6| in. in height. Some have the figures of the 
saint and two camels stamped on both sides, with 
the legend 
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running round each scene a ; others have the same 
scene enclosed within a wreath on each side 2 , with 

1 See No. 23328. 2 See No. 38495. 
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the saint's name added, o *cioc a&hk * ; others have 
a cross %4 on eac h s ^e of M6na's face \ or ooo 2 ; 
and one in the British Museum has two necks 3 . 
Interesting variants are given by No, 5232 (see 
Plate II, No. 1), where we find the saint and the 
camels on one side, and on the other a figure of 
the large two-handled oil jar in which the stock 
of the sacred oil was kept, with a small oil flask 
by its side. The conical object seen on the large 
jar is the massive earthen cover, which resembles 
the jar stoppers that were in common use in Egypt 
for jars of oil and wine from the Archaic Period 
downwards. Another important example is No. 883 
(see Plate II, No. 2). On the one side are the 
saint and the two camels, and on the other a ship, 
which proves that Mena was a maritime saint and 
the patron of shipping, and that the oil from the 
lamp in his shrine was believed to carry with it 
the same protective power which his dead body 
displayed in the ship on behalf of Athanasius and 
his soldiers. 

The first church over the tomb of M6na was in 
the form of a tent, and was probably built by 
Athanasius, the officer, at no great distance from 
the seashore 4 . This, however, soon disappeared, for 
the Ethiopic narrative states that a church was built 

1 See No. 5231. 2 See No. 17082. 8 See No. 38462. 

4 It is strange that Palladius, who visited all the famous monks 
of Egypt in the last quarter of the fourth century, gives no 
account of M6na in his Paradise of the Fathers, for he lived three 
years in the monasteries near Alexandria and sailed across Lake 
Mareotis to the Nitrian Desert. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT M^NA 35 

over the tomb in the days of Archbishop Athanasius, 
who sat from 326 to 372. Apparently Athanasius 
died before the building was completed, for the text 
goes on to say that the body of the saint was placed 
there and the church consecrated in the reign of 
Theodosius (378-395), during the Patriarchate of 
Abb& Theophilus (385-412). At this time or soon 
afterwards a great church, dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary, was built near the church of M6na, and it was 
specially provided for the use of those who came to 
the tomb of the saint. 

The second church, i.e. that consecrated in the 
reign of Theodosius, was probably the nucleus of the 
great monastery and of the important town, which 
flourished under the name of Al-Mfina, or Al-Mina, 
in the fifth century. The position of this town has 
been accurately fixed by Herr C. M. Kaufmann, who 
has excavated the whole site, and he says that the 
once flourishing Oasis town of Menas lies at a dis- 

CD 

tance of four caravan hours to the south-west of the 

1/1 

ruins of Taphosiris Magna, and half-way between 
Alexandria and the Wadi an-Natrun, upon the 
road from Tarranah to Barkah *. The remains of 
Saint Mena were probably transferred to this site 
because it was an ancient and important trade 
centre for the caravans which travelled between 
Alexandria and the Oasis of Jupiter Ammon, and 
between Alexandria and Upper Egypt. Originally 
the town owed its importance solely to the fact 
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1 Die Ausgrabung der Menas-Heiligtumer in der Mareoliswuste, 
Cairo, 1906, pp. 18 ff. 
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36 INTRODUCTION 

that it was built near springs of water. The town 
of Al-Mtna is described by an Arab writer quoted by 
Quatremere l and by Pacho 2 ; see also the note in 
Mr. A. J* Butler's Arab Conquest o/Egypt 7 pp. 177, 178. 

In the reign of Zeno (474-491) a fortification of 
some kind and barracks for soldiers were built 
near the tomb, and the officers and Alexandrians 
of high rank removed to the place and built their 
houses and palaces there, because of the miracles 
which were worked at the tomb of Mena during 
the days of the Patriarch Timothy* From the 
middle of the fifth century to the conquest of 
Egypt by the Arabs the church of Mena enjoyed 
great prosperity, and it is to this period that must 
be assigned the oil flasks of Mena described above. 
During the interesting excavations which were 
made by Kaufmann on the site of the 'town of 
M£na ' in the desert of Mareotis in 1905 the remains 
of an oven in which Mdna flasks had been baked 
were found, and in a cellar a number of large 
amphorae in which the sacred oil was stored were 
discovered. Kaufmann's careful examination of 
the site also produced terra-cotta lamps of various 
kinds, on some of which was the legend tot mho? 
jULiitat, and it is clear that the manufacture and sale 
of the flasks and lamps must have been a very 
profitable business. 

Towards the end of the reign of Heraclius the 
prosperity of the town and shrine of Mena began 

1 Memoires, torn, i, p. 488. 

2 Relation d'un Voyage dans la Marmarique, Paris, 1827. 
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THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MtiNA 37 

to decline, and during the troublous years which 
immediately preceded and followed the conquest of 
Egypt by the Arabs the church was pillaged and 
the town plundered and destroyed. Later, when 
the Copts began to regain influence and power, 
another church was built on the old site, and the 
cult of the saint revived. In the first half of the 
ninth century the church was pillaged, and much of 
what was beautiful in it was carried off, and before 
the close of the century the Arabs, who were in- 
furiated at the arrogance of the Copts, attacked all 
their churches, and among those which were utterly 
destroyed was that of Saint Mena of Al-Miina, or 
Al-Mina. 

The name of Mena was commemorated in Egypt 
and the Stid&n, and even in remote Abyssinia, for 

CD 

centuries after his death, and his martyrdom and 
the miracles worked by him at his tomb were held 
to make him the equal of the greatest saints in the 
Egyptian Church. In prayers his name was used 
as a word of power, and it is found in invocations 
cut upon Coptic sepulchral stelae of the ninth and 
tenth centuries. Thus on stele No. 1107 in the 
Southern Egyptian Gallery (Bay 32) is an invocation 
to Saints Biktor (Victor), Phebamon, Mena, George, 
Cyriacus Philotheos, Sergius, and others, and on 
No. 1110 (Bay 28) Mena is invoked with Michael, 
Gabriel, Adam, the Virgin Mary, Victor, Phoeb- 
amon, George, Cyriacus, and other saints and 
martyrs. The fame of the saint spread not only 
into countries to the west of Egypt, but also into 
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Europe, and one of his oil flasks was found as far 
to the west as Aries 1 . For a description of the 
beautiful ivory box in the British Museum, on the 
sides of which are carved scenes representing the 
martyrdom of Mena and his sanctuary near Alex- 
andria, see 0. M. Dalton, Catalogue of Early Christian 
Antiquities, p. 55. On the antiquities generally 
which bear the saint's name or refer to his martyrdom 
see E. Michon, ' La Collection d' Ampoules k Eulogie,' 
in the Melanges of G. B. de Bossi, Paris-Borne, 1892 ; 
and Kaufmann, Handbuch der christlichen Archaologie, 
Paderborn, 1905, pp. 580 ff., and the authorities 
quoted there by him. 



1 See the article ' Ampolla dell' olio di S. Menna Martire scoperta 
in Aries ', in Bullettino di Archeologia Cristiana, ed. G. B. de Rossi, 
vol. VII, Home, 1869, p. 31. 
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V. THE MARTYEDOM OF SAINT MlNAS 

From the Ethiopia Synaxarium 

(Oriental 660, fol. 66 b 1 ff.) 

In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, [One] God! 

The Fifteenth Day of KhadAr 

On this day Saint Minas, the interpretation o£ whose 
name is ' faithful and blessed \ became a martyr. The 
father of this holy man was one of the men of the city 
of N&kiuyos 1 , whose name was 'Awdokyds 2 , and he was 
a prefect and governor. And his brother was jealous of 
him, and made an accusation against him to the king, 
who sent him away to the country of Afrakya 3 (Phrygia), 
and appointed him governor over that country. And the 
people of that country rejoiced in him, for he was a merciful 
man, and he feared God. Now the mother of Saint Min&s 
had no child. And one day, on the festival of our holy 
Lady the Virgin Mary, she went to church, and she saw 
the sons of the Church 4 wearing fine apparel, and coming 
to church, and she cried out and wept before the image 
(or, picture) of our holy Lady the Virgin Mary, and she 
entreated her to make supplication to God on her behalf 

1 The u-vii of the Arabs. On the identification of this town 
with niga^ see Amelineau, Geographie, p. 277. 

3 lUD-fitiHli for ba>£to{irt\\ = Eudoxius. The Arabic text 
has jj*»*^*5^*K 

8 Arabic l^j\ . 

4 i. e. the children of believing folk. 
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40 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MfNAs 

that He might give her a son. And there went forth a 
voice from the image (or, picture) of our holy Lady the 
Virgin Mary, saying, i Amen.' And straightway that woman 
departed to her house. And she told her husband of the 
voice which she had heard from the image (or, picture) of 
our Lady Mary; and her husband said unto her, 'The 
Will of God be done/ And after a few days God gave 
her this holy son, and she called his name € Min&s ', according 
to the voice which she had heard from the image (or, picture) 
of our Lady Mary *. 

And when he had grown up a little Eudoxius taught him 
the Scriptures and spiritual doctrine. And when he was eleven 
f. 66 6 3 years old his father died, being a very old man. | And about 
three years later his mother died ; and Saint Min&s was left 
by himself, fasting and praying. And although the officers, 
on account of their great love for his father, gave him his 
father's position, he would not forsake the worship of Christ. 

And when Diocletian denied [Christ] he commanded all 
the people to worship idols, and many became martyrs for 
the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory ! 
And at that time Minas left his appointment, and departed 
to the desert, and he dwelt [there] many days, contending 
greatly. And one day he saw heaven open, and the 
martyrs crowned with beautiful crowns, and he heard a voice 
which said unto him, € He who laboureth for the Name of 
Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory ! shall receive crowns like 
unto these/ And he returned to the city and confessed the 
Name of Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory ! And many men 
received him because they knew that he belonged to a noble 
family. And the governor promised him rich apparel and 
many great honours, but he would neither hearken to his 
command nor turn from his excellent counsel. And straight- 
way the governor commanded him to be beaten with a severe 
beating, and when the men were worn out with torturing 

1 A play on the word Amin or Amen. 
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FROM THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM 41 

him, the governor commanded them to cut off his head with 
a sword. And they cut off his head straightway, and he 
received the crowns of martyrdom in the kingdom of the 
heavens. And many men became martyrs because of him, 
and for the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be 
glory ! 

Now the governor had commanded them to cast the body 
of the holy man into the fire, but [certain] believing men 
took the body of the holy man out of the fire, which had 
neither touched it nor harmed it, and no injury whatsoever 
had come upon it. And they swathed it for burial in fair 
swathings, and they laid it up in a certain place | until the f. 67 a 1 
end of the days of persecution. 

And in those days the men of the region of Maryut 1 
(Mareotis) wished to collect a troop of men from the Five 
Cities 2 , and they took the body of Saint Min&s with them 
that it might be unto them a help, and might protect them 
on the way. And as they were sitting in the ship, the body 



of Saint Minas being with them, beasts came up out of the 
sea, and their faces were like unto the faces of serpents, and 
their necks like unto those of camels. And they stretched 
out their necks towards the body of the holy man, and licked 
it ; and the men were afraid with a great fear. And there 
went forth fire from the body of the holy man and consumed 
the faces of the beasts. And when they had come to the city 
of Alexandria, and had finished their business, they wanted to 
return to their country, and to take the body of Saint Minas 
with them. And when they had set his body upon a camel 
that camel would not rise up from his place ; and they placed 
the body upon another camel, and that camel also would not 
rise up ; and though they beat the camel with a severe beating 
he would not move at all. And they knew that this was 
the will of God, and they built a shrine over the saint, and 
buried him therein, and departed. 



1 ikjl^U. 2 Pentapolis, ^x* ^M- 
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42 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MInAS 

And God wished to reveal the [place of the] body of 
Saint Minas. And there was in that desert a certain 
shepherd, and one day a sheep which was suffering from 
the disease of the scab went to that place, and dipped 
himself in the water of the little spring which was near 
the place, and he rolled about in it and was healed straight- 
way. And when the shepherd saw this thing, and understood 
the miracle, he marvelled exceedingly and was astonished. 
And [afterwards] he used to take some of the dust from 
that shrine, and mix it with water, and rub it on the sheep, 
and, if they were ill with the scab, they were straightway 
f. 67 a 2 healed thereby. And this | he used to do at all times, 
and he healed all the sick who came to him by this means. 

And the king of Constantinople heard the report of this 
matter. And he had an only daughter who was suffering 
from a disease of the skin, and he sent her to that place, but 
she was unwilling to take off her apparel before the men. 
And she asked the shepherd in what way he worked, and how 
he healed the sick, and the shepherd told her how he did it. 



And she took dust from that place, and mixed it with water 
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from the spring, and she rubbed the whole of her body 
therewith. Now she slept that night in that place. And 
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Saint Min&s appeared unto her, and said unto her, c When 
thou risest up in the morning, dig, and thou shalt find my 
body ' ; and straightway she was healed of her sickness. 
And having risen up, being healed of her sickness, she 
commanded them to dig in that place, and immediately 
they found the body of Saint Minas. And she rejoiced ex- 
ceedingly with great joy, and she sent a letter to her father 
and made this matter known unto him. And the king built 
a church over the body of the saint. 

And a beautiful church * was [also] built to him in that 



1 The first church of M£na was probably destroyed during the 
general destruction of monasteries in the Nitrian Valley and in the 
neighbourhood which is described by Socrates (Hist. Eccles. VI. 7). 
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FROM THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM 43 

place in the days of the righteous Emperors Arcadius (395-408) 
and Honorius, who commanded them to build a great city there; 
and a great city was built there according as the righteous 
Emperors had commanded. And they laid the body of 
Saint Minds in that church, and signs and great wonders 
were made manifest through his body. And people of all 
kinds used to come into that church, and they were healed 
of their sicknesses, and signs and wonders were made mani- 
fest in that church. And Satan was envious, and stirred 
up certain evil men of the city \ and they destroyed | the f. 67 a 3 
church, and laid waste the city, and carried away the body 
of Saint Minas. And other men built a church to him 
there, and they laid his body in it, and there more signs 
and more mighty wonders took place than before. May 
his blessing be with, &c. 

1 Probably Theophilus and his companions. 
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VI. THE MAETYRDOM OF SAINT MINAS 1 

From the Book of the Acts of Saints and Martyrs 
in Ethiopic 

(Oriental 880, fol. 73bff.) 

f. 78 b 1 The Martyrdom of Minas, the Saint, and Warrior, and 
Martyr of our Lord Jesus Christ. May his prayer be with 
us ! Amen. 

This holy man and martyr, the blessed Minas, belonged 
to a district of Egypt, the name whereof was Ketwa 2 , 
which was called after the name of a certain governor, who 
built therein a tower and made strong the walls thereof. 
The name of the father of Saint Minas was 'Awdeksis 
(Eudoxius), and the name of his mother was 'Awfomya 
(Euphemia); they were Christians, and the people loved 
f. 73 b 2 Eudoxius. And his brother 'At&lyos | (Anatolius) rose up 
against him, and made false accusations against him to 
'Abrayos 3 the king, and the king appointed him to 
'Abrakiya 4 (Phrygia). Now he was exceedingly rich. 
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1 The text is edited from Oriental 689 and is the oldest we have, 
and notwithstanding its inaccuracies in places, repetitions, &c, 
is trustworthy. The variants given in the notes are from Oriental 
691 (B), which contains a carefully written text, and is most useful 
in supplementing the standard text. The text given by C 
(Oriental 686) adds nothing new; the references to its folios are 
given for the convenience of those who may wish to consult 
the MS. 

8 According to the Greek K6twa was in Phrygia; see Krum- 
bacher, Miscelien zu Romanos, p. 31. The Greek texts have 
KoTvacow. 

8 'Abrayos was probably a governor of Phrygia. 

* There seems to be a confusion here between the names Phrygia 
and Africa. 
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FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 45 

And he carried his possessions and his wife from Alexandria 
to 'Abrakiya (Phrygia), and he was angry with his wife, for 
they had no child. 

On one occasion when his wife went to the church on the 
Festival of Our Lady Mary, the Mother of God, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, the Word of the Father (to Whom be praise for 
ever and ever, Amen !), and saw the people bringing in their 
children to be blessed by Our Lady, the Holy Virgin, she 
wept bitter tears, and prayed, and made supplication and 
entreaty, [for a child, and] she heard a voice from Our Lady 
which said, c Amen/ Then she conceived and brought forth 
a son, and she called him ' Minas ' ; now she took this name 
from [the word] 'Amin 91 . And his father rejoiced, and set 
free the malefactors from the | prison, and he gave much f. 74 a 1 
alms to the poor. 

And when the child grew up he taught him whatsoever 
was necessary, and the doctrine of the Holy Scriptures ; and 
[the boy] trained himself in fasting and prayer. And when 
he was eleven years old his father died, and three years later 
his mother died also ; and he sorrowed exceedingly because he 
was alone and because he was an orphan, and he gave all his 
goods to the poor, and withdrew to the church where he toiled 
in fasting and prayer. 

And the governor who was appointed over 'Afr&kya (i.e. 
Africa) after his father, loved Minas exceedingly, and he took 
him by guile and made him a soldier ; now at that time he 
was fifteen years of age, and he made him his deputy. 

And in the second year of the reign of Gayyos Waflesayos 2 
[the Emperors] called upon all people to worship the polluted 
gods, and their edict was exceedingly evil. And they wrote 
letters, and sent them into every country and province under 
their rule, and they came even to the borders of Kwatilam 



1 i. e. ' Amen ' ; Amin is also a name of God. 

2 Gaius Valerius Maximianus, Emperor from 305-311. The 
Greek text of the Bollandists mentions Diocletian and Maximianus. 
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46 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MlNAS 

f. 74 a 2 and to the cities of Africa. | And at that time there ruled in 
that country 'Arkorikos, and 'Abd&dikon, and Melyanos *, 
and the officers of the military service, and with them was 
Minas, the blessed man and true martyr of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and he shone in their midst like a star. And the 
governors made haste to perform the command which was 
written in the Edict, which spoke thus : 

' Rejoice, O all ye people, for we have decreed honours 
for the gods, [as is] right, and we ourselves desire greatly 
that whatsoever is decreed for them shall be performed with 
due reverence and with the zeal which is befitting. For 
this reason we have written unto every governor of every 
city, and unto every general of every army, and unto all 
men, and even unto women and children, that they may 
perform the service which is meet for the gods with all due 
care and reverence* And we decree, by our honour, that every 
one who shall set himself in opposition to our Imperial Edict 
shall at all times be punished and flogged without mercy/ 

And straightway the heralds proclaimed in every city, to 
men and women alike, that they must undertake to worship 

the gods, and to return to their service. And because of this 

^ -S" 

■ fl) 



Edict a great commotion took place, and [the governors] 
compelled the people to promise that they would carry out 
the orders of the wicked Emperors. 

And when Saint Minas also perceived this, he departed to 
the desert, and he lived there and worked like a peasant. And 
f. 74 b 1 he said, ' 1 have seen sin and corruption in the city, | and 
I have left it and fled far away therefrom. I will abide 
in the desert, and I shall see my God and Redeemer Jesus 
Christ/ And he dwelt there for many days in great 
privation, and he toiled hard. And after a time the 
grace of God lighted upon him, and he saw heaven open, 

Q) 

1 Compare 'Apyvpio-Kos 6 /cpaTicrros YjyefAwv Ta&apxovvros <£i/o/xi- 
Xtavov tov apiOfjiov t&v Xcyo/xcVcDv 'PovtiXlolkw (Kruinbacher, 
op. cit., p. 31). 
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FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 47 

and the interior thereof was filled with angels of light who 
were carrying crowns of light, and laying them upon the heads 
of those who had consummated their martyrdom. And 
the angels were making them to ascend into heaven with 
great splendour, and they were shining like the sun. And 
Saint Minas longed to become a martyr for the Name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And as he was meditating upon this matter, a voice 
from heaven cried out and said unto him, i Blessed art 
thou, Minas, for thou hast been called, and the fair beauty 
of thy mind hath made itself manifest from thy youth 
until this day. And thou shalt receive crowns incorruptible, 
like [those of] the Holy Trinity, O thou who art the firstborn 
of their love : one for thy virginity, and one for thy patient 
endurance, and one for thy martyrdom. And thy martyrdom 
shall be greater than the martyrdoms of a multitude of 
martyrs, and thy name shall be honoured, and multitudes 
of people shall come from every part of the world, and 
shall take refuge in thy church which shall be built in 
the land of Egypt, and works of power shall be manifest, | 
and wonderful things, and signs, and healings shall take f. 74 6 2 
place through thy holy body/ 

And when Saint Minas heard this he rejoiced. And he 
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rose up straightway and came into the city, whilst the 
unbelievers were gathered together in the place of festival *, 
and being lifted up in the Spirit he began to sing a psalm 
whilst the governors were seated there with all the people, 
and he said, ( I have come to those who have sought me, and 
I am found by those who make enquiry for me.' And they 
held their peace, for they were amazed, and they marvelled 
at his striving when they saw him in the garb of the Christians. 
And the governor said unto him, ' Who art thou ? * And 
he said, € I am Min&s, a holy man, the servant of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, the King of the universe/ 

1 i. e. the theatre. 
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48 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MlNAS 

And the governor said unto him, i Art thou a stranger, 
O my son, that thou hast dared to come hither in this 
guise, and to prevent the people from performing their 
service by thy words ?' And there were there some who 
recognized him, and they said to the governor, 'We know 
this man. He is a soldier from [the troop of] 'Awtidtkdn V 

And the governor said unto him, € Art thou a soldier ? 3 \ 
f. 75 a l And Min&s said unto him, € Yea, I was a soldier in time past, 
but because of your infidelity I forsook [the service]/ 

And the governor said unto him, € Why didst thou leave 
military service? Was it because thou wast an alien or 
a Christian ? ' And the governor commanded them to put 
him in prison* 

And on the following day they brought him forth with the 
people into the market-place, and the unbelieving governor 
said unto him, € How is it that thou darest to come into the 
market-place to be punished like a slave, and to put to shame 
the Emperors by saying "lama Christian " ? Now tell me. 
Why didst thou forsake military service ? Where hast thou 
been living during these [last] days? And whence hast 
thou come ? 

Q. 

And Min&s said unto him, € I am a man of the land of 
Egypt, and because I wished to become a soldier of the 
Heavenly King I forsook the fleeting soldiery of this world/ 

And the governor said unto him, * Where hast thou been 
until this day ? J And Saint Minas said unto him, ' Through 
love for Christ I chose to dwell with the lions in the desert, 
rather than to become corrupted with those who know not | 
f. 75 a 2 God, for it is written 2 , € Let not my soul be corrupted with 
sinners, nor my life with the men of blood, in whose hands 
there is violence.' 

<L> 

N 

"-4-J 

1 Compare tovtov fjfieis yv(opl£oji€V irpb irwv irivre orpaTcvofjievov 
iv t<S vovfiipia t<Sv 'PovriAiaKwv tS>v ovtw v7rb ®ipfii\iavov rbv rpt- 
(3ovvov (Krumbacher, op. cit., p. 33). 

2 Psalm xxvi. 9. 
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FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 49 

And the governor said unto him, € Sacrifice now to the 
gods, and forsake thine error, for thou art a soldier who hast 
forsaken thy service and hast called thyself a Christian. 
Have pity on thy life, O man, and draw nigh and offer sacri- 
fice to the gods, and return to thy duty, and draw nigh and 
preserve thyself from torture/ 

And the saint said unto him, ( I wish to please the King of 
Kings, and to receive from Him and to wear deathless crowns. 
Imagine not that thou canst make me to return through 
terror of thee, for I hold in contempt thy tortures (or, 
punishments), because I burn with desire to follow the 
example of my Lord Jesus Christ.' 

And the governor said, f Carry him away, and bind him 
tightly with cords hands and feet 1 , and flog him with an 
ox-hide whip/ And he said unto him, c Since thou art 
a soldier return to thy duty to the Emperor/ And the 
blessed Min&s said, € It is better for me to remain a soldier, 
and to return to the service of the Emperor Christ, Who is 
the Great King/ | And straightway they flogged him with f. 75 & 1 
a severe flogging, until the ground was soaked with his 
blood, and he sank down upon the earth. And the governor 
said unto him, € Sacrifice to the gods, O man, before any more 
of thy flesh be flogged off thee by the whip/ 

c And Minas said unto him, c O evil counsellor, I will not 
return [to the service of the Emperor] through thy cruel 
torturings. Continue them, therefore, for God is my Helper, 
and He is able to provide healing for the wounds which thou 
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And the governor, in the stupidity of his heart, said, 
€ Flog him again, and hang him up upon a tree, and scrape 
his flesh off his body with scrapers/ And whilst they were 
doing this the governor said unto him, € Art thou frightened 
by this torture, O Minas ? Or art thou well acquainted with 

1 The Ethiopic XWs Q: 7fo = the Greek Ik rar<rapwv (Krum- 
bacher, op. cit., p. 35). 
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floggings of this kind ? ' And the saint said unto him, * Dost 
thou imagine that thou wilt be able to destroy my deter- 
mination by this torture ? I am a soldier of Christ, and He 
will help me to be strong/ 

And the governor said, ' Torture him again/ And he said 
unto him, 'If thou hast another king show me thy king/ 
And Minas said unto him, c O man of folly, wouldst thou 
blaspheme the King of heaven ?' And the governor said 
unto him, c Who is the king of whom thou sayest I cannot 
know him ?' And the blessed Minas said, ' He is Jesus, the 
f. 76 b 2 Son of God, the Living One, the First, | the Creator of All/ 
And the governor said unto him, ( Knowest thou not that 
the Emperors are wroth about Christ, and that they have 
ordered to be tortured every one who shall mention Christ ? 
Why then dost thou confess His name ? ' And Minas said 
unto him, € Even though they be wroth with me I will con- 
tinue to confess Him for ever, and I want to escape from this 
vain world. For it is written *, " Who shall separate us from 

the love of Christ ? Shall sorrow, or tribulation, or affliction, 

/ / 

or nakedness ? " I know there is nothing which is able to 

kill Christ/ 

And the governor said unto him, ' Behold, thou hast pre- 
pared thyself for torture, and thou shalt therefore be tortured 
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in the flesh/ And Minas said unto him, * In truth thy 
tortures cannot make me submissive, for in me is Jesus Christ, 
Who will help me at all times, for He helpeth those who fear 
Him in every matter, as long as it be for their benefit/ 

And the governor said, ' Bring ye to me lighted torches 
which burn brightly, so that I may be able to overcome 
f. 76 a l therewith the stupidity of his | heart, and may bring to 
nothing his strength/ And when they placed the burning 
torches on his flesh (or, body), and they rested on his 
bosom and burned his flesh, he perceived them not. And 
the governor said unto him, 'O Minas, dost thou not feel 
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FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 51 

the fire ? > And Saint Minas said unto him, c My Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself maketh me strong, for it is written, 
" When thou fallest into the fire it shall not burn thee V 
And Holy Scripture saith, " Ye shall not fear those who kill 
your bodies, but who are not able to kill your souls. Fear, 
however, Him that is able to destroy the soul and the body in 
the Gehenna of fire V ' 

And the governor said unto him, ( Being a soldier, how is it 
that thou knowest this Scripture ? ' And the blessed Min&s 
said : € Our Lord Jesus Christ said 3 : €€ When they take you 
before kings and governors, consider not what ye shall say, for 
it shall be given unto you forthwith what ye shall speak." ' 

And the governor said unto him, 'Did thy Christ know 
that thou wast about to suffer in this manner ? ' And Saint 
Minas said unto him, i Christ is | God in very truth, and f. 76 a 2 
He knoweth what is about to come to pass before it 
happeneth/ 

And the governor said unto him, 'Cease now from this 



[talk] : offer sacrifice to the gods, and depart to thy appointed 
work, and follow thy duty as a soldier.' And the saint, 



the martyr of Christ, said unto him, ( I am a soldier of the 
Heavenly King, as I have told thee before; do this that 
thou wishest. Thy tortures are in my flesh, but my soul 
and understanding 4 worship my God, the Heavenly King/ 

And the governor said unto him, ' Dost thou wish me to 
have patience with thee for two or three days so that thou 
mayest ponder thy decision, and desist from this folly which 
Jiath come upon thee ? ' And Minas said unto him, € I have 
known my decision for many days : I cannot deny the God of 
heaven and earth. Consider thou that three days have 
passed since I came here and confessed that I was a Christian ; 
I will never sacrifice to the gods, and, moreover, I will never 
obey thee/ 

1 Isaiah xliii. 2. * St. Matthew x. 28* 

8 St. Matthew x. 18, 19. * Following the reading of B. 
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52 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MlNAS 

And the governor was wroth, and he commanded them to 
bring sharp iron stakes and drive them into the ground. And 
they tied ropes to the neck (or, body) and hair of Saint Minas, 
and dragged him over the iron stakes 1 . And Saint Minas 
f. 76 b l endured this [torture] with patience, | and the governor was 
not able to prevent him from confessing Jesus Christ. And 
he said unto the governor, ' To make thee to relieve me 
from tortures even more cruel than these which thou art 
inflicting upon me I would not deny the Lord God, my God/ 
I will not offer sacrifice to devils, and I will not perform the 
will of thy father Satan/ 

And the governor said unto those whom he had commanded 
to torture him, ' Throw him on the ground, and tie a stone to 
his neck, and flog him because he called the gods u devils "/ 
And whilst they were flogging him the governor said unto 
him, € Beat him on the sides of his head, for I perceive that 
he can withstand the torture.' And as for Minas, whilst they 
were flogging him he held his peace, and uttered no word. 

And one of those who were sitting there, whose name was 
Habta-dah&ya 2 , said unto the governor, * Dost thou not 

know that the race of Christians never turns backward, and 

s £- 
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that when they are tortured they bear the tortures patiently, 
for death is better to them than life ? Pass the sentence of 
death then upon him, and weary thyself no longer with 
torturing him/ 

And the governor said unto him, ( O Minas, sacrifice to the 
gods, and I will bestow honours upon thee/ And Saint Min&s 
said unto him, ( Let thine honour be to the men of destruction. 
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1 €k£\cvct€ rpifiokovs o£cts o-tSrjpovs ycvfoOai kol (TKOp7rur6rjvat 
avrovs iirl rov i&d<f>ov$ kol ovtco htOivra dvrov €K tov TpaxyXov kol 
twv \€tpO)V #cai T(ov 7ro8£>v l\K€<r6ai hrav(& av7w. Krumbacher, 
op. cit., p. 39. 

9 i.e. 'Gift of the sun,' the 'HXio8copo9 of the Greek texts. 
The Greek versions show that it was Heliodoros and not the saint 
who advised the governor to pass sentence of death quickly; 
therefore delete -flBO:. 
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FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 53 

As for me, I am about to receive the honour which awaiteth 
me, | and to be reckoned among the soldiers of Him that f. 76 6 2 
made me His own. As it is written, € Your reward is great 
in heaven 1 / For the honour which is thine [to give] is 
a phantom, and before God it is nothingness; but faith in 
God, and the honouring of His Name, and thanksgiving to 
His Majesty, shall make us heirs of the light of holiness and 
of life everlasting/ 

And when the governor saw the strength of the faith of 
the martyr he commanded them to kill him, and he passed on 
him sentence, saying : € We commanded this soldier Minas, 
a deserter who would not return to [the service of] the 
Emperor, and who would not sacrifice to the gods, to be 
punished; he shall now suffer the punishment of death. 
And because he would not obey, and worship the gods, we 
further command that they throw his body into the fire/ 

And straightway they took the blessed martyr Minas to 
the place of execution, and all the men of the city followed 
after him to see the martyrdom of the blessed Minas, who 
marched to death rejoicing, with his face shining with light* 
And he was in the garb of the Christians, and he spake 
words of confidence to those who knew him, | and the apparel f. 77 a 1 
which was on him sang (?), and no temptation came upon him. 
Nay, he placed his confidence in God, and made supplication 
to Him, and he made haste to the doom which had been 
decreed concerning him, and he cried out upon Christ Who 
had made him ready for these beautiful things. 

And Saint Minas turned his face towards the heavens, and 
stretched his holy hands upwards, and, confessing His grace, 
said, € I give thanks unto Thee, O God of heaven, Jesus 
Christ, because Thou hast neither forsaken me, nor removed 
Thyself far from me, so that the enemy might destroy me, 
and because Thou hast given me the power not to deny Thy 
Holy Name. And now keep Thou me in this hour, and 
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1 St. Matthew v. 12; St. Luke vi. 23. 
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54 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MlNAs 

grant me strength to endure to my end. And take Thou 
my soul unto Thyself, my God Jesus Christ, and I will 
bow down to Thee always/ And having said these words, 
he came to the place of martyrdom, and he stretched out 
his neck quickly, and [the headsman] smote it with a sword, 
and his head rolled away from his body. And the guards 
carried away his holy body and cast it into the fire, and departed. 
And there were there certain fellow soldiers of Saint Minas- 
who were believers; now they were exceedingly many in 
f. 77 a 2 number, and they put out the fire, and took his body | and 
his head, and placed them in a shroud made of costly linen 
and perfumed with many sweet scents. And they carried 
them into the house of one of their number, and placed 
them in a coffin with great joy, and they praised God 
Who had given him the power to endure. Now there was 
no trace of fire on his body. Thus was consummated his 
martyrdom on the fifteenth day of the month Khadar x (i. e. 
November 11). And he departed to our Redeemer Jesus 
Christ, Who is the King in truth, to Whom be praise, and 
honour, and might, for ever and ever 2 . Amen. 

This holy and blessed Minas, the precious martyr, was 
perfect in his strength, and in stature, and in faith, and 
in sweetness of disposition, from his youth up ; and in his 
later years he was gentle, and merciful, and a lover of the 

fD 

poor and the stranger. 

And after his martyrdom was consummated, as we have 
already said, a host of soldiers came to fight against the 
Five Cities, and the country was disturbed, with the borders 
thereof. And there came forth an order for a troop of 
soldiers to proceed from Phrygia, to fight against the men of 
Mareotis. 

And 'Atnasis (Athanasius) the governor wished to take the 
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1 According to Krumbacber's text (p. 43) M6na was martyred 
in Kotyaion (cv ty} Korvaioyv fJLrjTpo7r6X.€i,). 

1 Here the Greek texts of Krumbacher and the Bollandists end. 



f^ru"*nL" fc Original from 

byVjUUglL UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 



u 



u 
u 

is 

iD to 



Pi - 

9 £ 

9 £ 



en 
o 
o 
O 



CD 0) 



■a E 

<L> o 

Id q 

CD 3 

O Q- 



FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 55 

body of Saint Minas with him that it might be unto him 
a helper and a deliverer. And having opened the door [of the 
place] wherein his body was, there shone upon him a great 
light. And having hidden the body from the men so that 
they might not prevent him, | he carried it away, and took f. 77 6 1 
it up into a ship, and departed. 

And when they arrived in the sea which is between Africa 
and Alexandria, there appeared unto them in the water 
certain terrible beasts. Now they were the most terrifying ; 
their necks were long and thick, and their faces were like unto 
the faces of camels. And they stretched out their necks 
towards the ship so that they might snatch out from it 
those who were therein. And arrows of fire went forth from 
the body of Saint Minas into their faces, and they fled and 
hid themselves in the sea. And they came back, and the 
arrows of fire again prevented them [from seizing the men] ; 
and after this they bowed low before the Saint and departed. 
And all those who were in the ship marvelled, and they 



believed in God, and they glorified Min&s the martyr, and 
gave thanks unto him because they had been saved through 



C^ o 

| 3 

his body. 

And after five days they came to the city of Alexandria, 
•and they went forth from that place and took the body of 
Saint Minas the martyr with them. And they went up in 
the ship from Alexandria to the shore of the sea of Mareotis, 
where they fought a battle ; and they made supplication to 
Saint Min&s, and to his body, and he conquered the mighty 
men of war, and slew them through his entreaty, until they 
came to Mesten on the border of | Mareotis. f. 77 6 2 

And when the governor wished to return to Phrygia he 
wanted to carry the body [of the saint] with him. And he 
placed it upon a camel, but the camel was unable to move 
with it, and he placed it on another camel, and the camel 
was unable to rise up ; in this manner he placed it upon all 
the camels that were with him, and there was not one which 
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56 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MlNAS 

was able to carry it away \ And 'Atnasis ( Athanasius) the 
governor was sorry, but he knew that this matter was from 
God, and he left the body there. 

And he made a picture of Saint Minas the martyr on 
a wooden tablet, dressed as he had known him in the apparel 
of a soldier, with pictures of the beasts [of the sea] which 
resembled camels, at his feet, and they were worshipping him. 
And he laid that picture upon the body of Saint Minas, to 
obtain his prayers, and then he took it with him that it 
might be unto him a means of deliverance and a place of 
refuge on the sea and in war. And he made for his body 
a coffer of shag wood, which neither becometh worm-eaten 
nor rotten, and he buried it in that place, and returned to 
his own country with his soldiers. 

Now God desired to make manifest this wonder and power 
f. 78 a 1 through the body of Saint Min&s. | And the lame son of a 
certain man of that country went and saw a lamp casting a light 
upon the place of the grave of Saint Min&s the martyr, and 
he drew nigh thereto and threw himself down on the ground. 
Now there were certain strangers standing [there]. And the 
father of the youth was looking for his son, and when he 
found him there he beat him ; and the youth leaped up and 
ran away in front of them, and his foot was healed, and the 

CD 

people who were there marvelled. Then the youth told them 
what he had seen, and God opened their eyes, and they saw 
the lamp burning, and they believed. And all the people 
who were suffering from divers diseases went forth to the 
grave of Abba Minas, and they were healed by the power 
of God, and by the petition of Saint Minas, and there was 
great joy there, and the fame of him was noised abroad 
beyond Mareotis. And all those who were there, both those 
who were sick and those who were possessed of devils, went 
to that place, and they were healed and recovered. 
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1 The saint determined that his body should not leave his native 
country. 
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FROM ACTS OF SAINTS AND MARTYRS 57 

Then they built above his grave a church, which was like | 
unto a tent, and they hung up in it a lamp similar to that f. 78 a 2 
which they had seen [over the grave], and at that time it 
burned both by day and by night, and it was fed with scented 
oil And if any man took of the oil of that lamp, and carried 
it away to a distance, and anointed a sick person therewith, 
that sick person was healed forthwith of the disease from 
which he had been suffering. 

And a church was built in that place in the name of the 
saint in the days of Saint Athanasius, Archbishop of Alexan- 
dria, by the help of Tads, the God-loving king, so that the 
people might gather together to him, and celebrate festivals 
therein. And when it was finished, Saint . . . the Arch- 
bishop gathered together Bishops and priests, and they placed 
the body of MinSs the martyr in it, and they consecrated it 
in the days of the holy Emperor Theodosius and AbM Theo- 
philus the Archbishop. And there was built there a great 
church to the name of Mary, for the [use of the] multitudes 



of people who gathered together to the church of Saint Minds. 



And the Emperor Zeno visited it during his reign, and he 
built houses there, and he commanded the soldiers to build 
their barracks there, and a fortress. | And, moreover, the f. 786 1 
nobles of the country of Egypt built their palaces there, 



and they came thither at all times because of the multitude 
of signs which appeared there in the days of Timothy, the 
Archbishop. And at length a mighty city, with beautiful 
buildings, was completed there, and Zeno the Emperor called 
it ... ; and an exceedingly large number of people dwelt 
there. And the righteous Emperor commanded that one 
hundred and twenty-three thousand fighting-men should 
guard it against foreign tribes ; and they guarded both the 
church and the people who came thereto. And the Emperor 
commanded that their food should be provided by the people 
of Mareotis. And he commanded that those who came to 
the church should contribute a fixed sum for the maintenance 
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58 THE MARTYRDOM OP SAINT MlNAS 

thereof, and that they should carry thereto the sick folk 
every year. 

And it remained thus until the days of Herkaldes (Herac- 
lius) the Emperor of Rome, through whom the Muhammadans 
obtained power in the land of Egypt, and the people continued 
to go to the church of the saint and martyr from all parts 
of the country, and he made manifest unto them signs and 
wonders. And they brought unto him votive offerings, and 
he performed their wishes, and they came back rejoicing, 
and they were glad because of what he had done for them. 
And the fame of his signs, and works, and power, and of his 
f. 78 6 2 prayer to God reached unto the | borders of [all] countries. 
May he beseech God, our God and Redeemer Jesus Christ, to 
preserve us, and all the sons of baptism, through the prayers 
of Our Holy Lady, Mary the Virgin, and of all the saints 
and martyrs. 

Here endeth the martyrdom of the holy Martyr Min&s. 

May God keep us through his prayers for ever. Amen. 
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VII. THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MtNAS 

FROM THE ETHIOPIC SYNAXARIUM 

(Oriental 660, fol. 66 b 1 ff.) 

(lftm>s Afl: anokAi anwWl: fcfcft; [A<fi&:] Ay°Ah:: A«n>: 
Qv^Ta&arthi | AftfC: AHt: OAt: M: *&A: "ISA: A^fO*: f. 66 6 2. 
HA^CS^X: liao". yXaol: a>(K.ii:: ©ATTH 1 : **.A: M: MHh 
XyA-flA mii StfA; (Dhao". ha*fWbi <d*4: J»¥-<n>: awoh-lf:: 
a>+*H: lOrt-U-: X*MI«: cDAfttT^f: 1 A; W": A*a*£hrA: a>A«»: 
f 0: m& h%6&f: WIT: troMh 40A: £X"t: 07C:: art-A^rfw 
O*! fl-OX: J&Xt: 07C:: XA<n>: cd-X**: 14: «AXA.: a»rf»&: a>£AClF: 
AX7RA(Ufc>C:: ffiAXtnWl: A**A: WA: AW: 'It: ©&.£:: 
a)(lh<ht: OAt: PXt: fl^ At: ftt: hCAt-PI: nnOA: XTHXtf: 
ketit: ^■WA: ICffi <DCX?-frn»«: AtD-A*^: ftt: hCAt-PI: 
X1H: £A-flA«: »»«: A&AA: ai£na*A; a>-A+: ftt: tiCAtJPI:: 
0)70^: aiOMt: *.£<*»: >"0A: AXTHXti: keAt: Jt17A; 
aiCS9°: a>AAA2": htf»: tAAfr: AX7HA>nrh.C: 0X1tA7: hm»» 
«JA: a>&£: <d<d0A &&: X^vOA: X7HX**: fcC-At: ^17^: 
OHCST*: X1H: £<Wi: X'X'lH 

cdA0>7: WTi fikti -OXA-t: f A: ft ^: a>Y1l* : A*°:ft <d-X1*. 
4»A: HAy-tt-: Xyf A: -^OA: X7H.X*i: "yCf*": a>£ft4: Wi 
A*£: X7RAA<h.C: A£h-*J:: a>\y>£rt£i "WT: oixpOfc: oOOj 
X7HA41<fcC: Hit: <d&£i **A: a>t\aof-9\ Ar»: <*WA: Ahtn»: *&: 
HA*™**: X/^OA: X7HXtJ: "YCPy : <»AA: MJ#: lAtt: 
avOCPi «n>«Mi$t: aftyVCti m^AA?!*:: <»AA: W: A^i 
OwCt: a?Afi.£: ^<n>t: hblL: JMHh ACAOV: u»?£:: 

| a>te°£ri All*: AivAA**: Wh XO^^t: Xtf*: <»t^: **A: f. 66 5 8. 
oiqfli tlihtl?: X*JH: Ma***-. w^%,(L\ ©X^-AHf : ^^*CP»: 
doHWi AXA-lh okd-M: A?f^7: XyA***: AhCA+A:: fflAA: 
»i/h^: ^-f^T^ffA: XHH<n»*: AH-flrjn>«: A-OX: hfl»: ^^°^h-: 
<ni»t:: ffljifc -OH-li: A^O^l": AX"it: Aff»«: AX7aXi: AffrAi 
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60 THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MlNAs 

tiCA-f-A: A"fc A-Orfrh: toahkfi ZH>: 1^7: <*MA: ^oot: a>fl>& 
1(1: 7*y": aiin^s •flH-f: m>«P0A: X*iH: £*;>.£&; t^to OA.?:: 
a>AA/f)±: OAt: CX?: A"?*: Cfa>; a>AA"yO;H*: X1H: j£hA&P»aD«: 
AMl&At: o»«t: ©A*" 4 }: $»A: Hj^afr: HR<n>a>; AXTl*: Aa*: 
A&ttWl: fcCA+A: A"fc A-flrfri*: j&f^"Xi Hit: XhA.Au artaofi.au 
10: 07C: ffltftyj: AA<n»«: AA.HW1: iiCA-Hl: A"F: fKl/fit: 
©ATP: A-AX: *»*?: XA<n>: Xtf^TF: My%: h«n»: ip-X*: ftft-A 
H<n>.£: ©WA tf»M1: Ah.*tfh hft-d-t: aHlH-ft:: ©fcAy *: 
*XHH: <DA.t<n>j£m; X^M-: ivC^h a>AO»y: AHH: m>h-Ti: 
hap; fittltPi ihli OA.?:: a>AA: .fifc«n>". JiyM^i ftHH: 
<n»h-Tlj h«n>: ^'ft-: CXA: AA£$: ©ant*-: CXA: AA»y: 
wV»k; *hA.A: A^O: Am>17>"t: A^-P*:: artlH*n: A*lX: M4 
A*""*: AX*i*Alh a>AXTt: A<n>: X7HAJ: A.WWI: fcCA+A: A*fc 
A-O'ht:: 

atfHH: nnh-lls hrn>: £74-: ^P0«: Afr&A: aj-At: XA* 
&/»>&'. A-OX: aDYfijnxn; /»?o~. A*&Aj XyWlt: XA* 
a>&Ahfi: <D&Aritrn : <0&AR7h: F°TrtiA Xtn^A?: <D7iW: AX&AA 
f. 67 a l. w»?jB; whine?; aj-ltt: aoifli X|Ah: S^TO: croTOA: A.C*: 
ajAm-X*! 3 : tn>vO&: <£.#.£: A-flfc 07<!: <n>CfrT: ha»: .PAt>afr 
tO^Tl*: X^i: ^^Af: AU7-C:: aii^fr: J»?V". A*&A: *WA 
yAAjlffl***: hfl»: £Mr. Irao*. &£&?•. wfiOtflao-. a>-At: SWt: 
<dX*JH: Xffo-TF: £HK-: a*At: thaoCi wfUMFao". J^PO- 
AfrAA: *WA:: ww^H.-. *£«*: X^cp-At: AAC: infra*: hao 
7ft: ft*i£At: wXtfltao*: hao- 7R; A7"Wi: a>M.; £A$<h<: hApi*: 
1 A: /"?V". AfrfcA: <Dja&AAj»»: afi.CU". GCYti 9a?:: ffltD$At 
Xyv^lh: XAt: oAavfthD-: A7X: *£«*; a>AA: (UMm 1A 
U7<!: XAhl£C.e: iR<n>*: V-dCao", a>l&*.\ &rao<la*\ "JA 
•AA-Crn*: arfiPu*: h<n> { ^1/"*.; ^»,p««: A4>^A: "WA 
yAAlfflo*: <»AA: 89lP»: <A: 7<n>&: A.t1/ U A: ai-X-F: 7<n>ii 
Xy°*iJ.:: a>*iOA: a«F»: *A: hivX: 7«n»iV: atatWU IlYWH'. 
tDHATJP: Oftf: "H-flmt: <D&tUa>li: Vao*£>y. wKhaoi-'. hao 
mVi 1&& XVH?MdhCi a)A\\%.\ A0AO-: o»>hh a>+AO : OT; 
a)r»»4«:: <d<S.*^: X7a»>flA.C: hm»: ^.h^'t: >"^0-: A**A 
"WA:: a)0A»: A^Xt: 7^^": »rh<-: WB: M70: ai^rht: OAt: 
OA: k+X.-. A70: H^^<E: ^«B: 4^AA: a*At: ro-X-F: o»»i1 
aJtm^»*: «?: A»7£: HM: (D-Xfi 9H*t: f A fl^Xf: flohl 
<D«7C7d: ©t<J.<rA: ffty; a>X-fc A70:: ©A A: CXft avX* 
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?A«B: Hit: lid: ©Hit: ta^C: Jfttil: <U&4-A ©.£176:: a>M: 
^jVX: Xo»<5>t: a*Mr: cn>*i*i: atfCIA: A'f.fc: a>£+.(lO: At: 
M71: a>AA: £©.£*: fi^^atfh: At: fi&Yii <»W: J&|7-0C: 1 67a2. 
Hits ittm ZH»: a>M: fl^tD-fao". AH-frtf*: .gfflLfl: XA: £<n>K*: 
f fl>0«: OTH-F: 7-OC:: ©Ay 1 "*: lWlfc 17-u*: «MITTPl.e: a>»Aait: 
A»t: ©At! AAtt: XTt: t.fc«E: £«: «Hl&: a»<U«Ps 0?: atffWJA: 
ha>: tt^fc X7°ft£VAAy: AfcC-cm: A-AX:: <dA/SA+: Aa*Xt: 
?A«E: XC: J&7-AC: a>£4a*A<P-: AJftDLfi: white a>-Xt: ?*A«: 
Hh<n>: £7<1C: msVrtt: m>d»t: Xya>-Xt: fl»VJ: artC^A*: 
flffyjR. Xyj&Xt: 9H*t; a)+fl«}t: At: H*fr: ^W: fflffnot: 
Mt: AAt: a>-ftt: «n>*il:: atklttCKf: At: *&A: "IVA: 
<d£A,A: AA: tt*Vfc: AJfrArh: fcCfc: a>t<IhA.: A"P?: fflAfty: 
rf)£a>t: Xy^^y:: ©AA: tl^At: anh£a> i r: Xs»OT: *HHt: 
h<n>: fiXiC*; a>-At: a>-Xt: cn>ii*i: a»An»y: <ShAt: -P'Plh Afc&A: 
tflfll:: a»t<U w rf»t: &.£**& OA?: S-PVh: a><«a>t: fA: HOrY: 
©X^Jt'Jt: Hit: 7«A£: afchift; Ws ADA: /"Plh: ftt: 
toCAt.fi:: cDtrhlRt: A»t: ftt: toCAt.fi: o"?£t: Ao-Xt: <n>*rt: 
AfloTOAlfoo*: A*C«W^»A: fDATO»Pft: »7^t: %&P\: tDkHH". 
\iao; j&flJfc: Old: W1: ffltrfilRt: U7C: 0A£: Ah«n>: AHH*: 
J7^t: *£-*?: a>MA4«: rpo-. A**ft: "MfA: a>At: J&Xt: 
fl.t: hCftt^i: a>M: .PAtCA.: Xy/W: t*y^t: a>cn>*Hi<iVft 
OA£t:: ©J*: H-fra*: AAH-A: ^AaJ-fr: a* At: £Xt: A»t: 
fcCAt-H: to£ 1 r£ a)fr: kyAVVao". a>W: tAJ^t: awolh^t: 
.PAtCA.: a»-At: Mt: A»t: hCAWi:: aj+19: A£/nl: a>U»un>*: 
AA«AA: U7C: Xfc.fi: <dA1U&|«P: Alfct: fcCAt.fi: artao'Had't: f. 67 a 8. 
U7C: a>A$AA«: ^"PU-: A*&A; <^VA:: (DrMSt: Art: ftt: hCAWi: 
AU?: itflM: «d«A4<: ^PU-: a>-Att:: a)W: AM: tAT^t: 
ajtfo'Hid.t: OAl&t: H^4t^<?A: Xy+^ffl:: Atfit: tM: &c. 
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VIII. THE MARTYRDOM OF SAINT MINaS 

FROM THE BOOK OP THE ACTS OF SAINTS 
AND MARTYRS 

(Oriental 689, fol. 73 b ff.) 

Bf. 170 a 2. (fol. 78 bl) tWOi Hfc^A: 1 waoMrPA^i fl^Ot: AXmiXfc 

Cf.6»bl. MMlt toCft+ft . ^j,. Rfr1: . tl|A .. ^^i: jpfi. 

ajWI-P: 1 **A: A^Ots 410-0: <»WA: H-flA^: 7«flfr: XT-fc h°1i 
*TT: 8 flAm*: rtfloMli H1IR: 4 o-ftt^: "Vie^:* artifiO: 
JUS447: a>A«n>: ftO-l*: A$&A: *»WA: AaK£iiA.A: 6 <DA«n>: Xo»*: 

Bf.nobi.har>fi aHiCtitrii Xrn>«Vfc wfi&CPi A<lft: AAaKgtiA.|A:: 
<DtV*: 7 A0A>U«: Xllh (fol. 73 b 2) frnArA: 8 a>?0fl;» HrPs 
10: 10 A-flfc; frfl£rA: TW:: <dHW°: Th*"; AM^iV' a>aO&: 
cp-X-F: <L£r4ve-: oxdJU: •}??*: aHlXA.*: XyXA: XAhTerGP: 
Afrfl<&*.P: IS (D^ttitt*: yftA: •flXA/fc XAcn»; ft&P<fl»: avft-A: 
aiX^-H: **<!*: -OXA/P: 10: ft-h HCAt-H: fcn>: 0Vb» 

Cf.59 6 2. AX7HXth "HCS^x a>A*t: XyAh; u JL|fMfc *iCA+A 
X7RXi: u *A: Ms HA"fc A-flrfit: A9Am>: 9A* : 16 *"«:: wCWl* 
AA<lX: X1H: .fOai*: .etton*; h<n>: £*0<:h-: X^XTTlXtf! 

Bf. 1706 2. .e-WA: 17 fce-At: roOM*: -0*1?: | <n>4C: 18 ©RAPft ©AAA*: 
a)AAtn**0t: 19 [©Ay **:] £A: XyXTHXtJ: H£>0&: *"«::=:: 
fflX^H: R1A*: 20 oartiifr! aiAA* 1 a>Aa»M-: <»WA: XA«n>: 
WA+: Ain-F: A*": X^A^l!: 23 <DWfh: AO-lfr 28 a>&Jrfrao». 
AOA.f»: M Xyftts (fol. 74 a l) ?°*/h: a^XTt: -OHI: AM.fl:: 
a>Afl: &V+: a»UC: H-fr: «;<£.+.£:* a>Hj&*<£.+.£: Tan: 
Hm****?*: 2 * Htf»A*i*: a>jBRm>J2-: S7 *<«>: <DJWlr+:: aiAfl: 58 M: 
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1 B H**A: aKI0-0: JW-0: s B WF: 8 B *T<1: 4 B H/MR: 
*»*MR: * B "TI^LA 6 B Kat-flhtLhi 7 B aj+lfc 

8 B ffta&rA: 9 B axhOA: ,0 B 10: frfl£l»A: 

11 B AA<h5*.P: » B AA<P<5fcP: tt B 091: Afce-At: 

.em: X7"HX*i: u B A^Ah: **: » B X7HXJ: 

HA*fc A-flrh*: " B omits 907°: 17 B omits. "Baotei 
•fl«i?: 19 B a>*A-Nl+*9;J*:: a»A7°9t: *A: " B 81 At: 

Jl B <DJVA M B Xy'WX'l: M B 0+: AO-0-: M B A*0AjP1: 
» B omits H£*A * B aoit/h^t: 27 B ai^OaD^: 

28 B afHaoi w. OiM^t: ©AAA ^apf: 
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Xfltf: *«»*: V\\ AA-lfc hOA:: 1 <dXs»£-K: W»t: ft*: Xcro«: 
arfHJ: 8 ££■£.£■: A-fcTW: 8 <Dh<E|»: X3A: »7a>-:ft aMBjfiwti B f. m a l. 
H-ft". Ws a>t7AiP: a*At: fl.1*. hCftt^Js X1H: MaofiA *at>i 
a»RArh: maoy^\\* mvWi ar|v»jBa»: A¥d&f: X9°£ridi 
UttV-i JP4.fr?: 4~&k£i €DiJ»K: A*X7&t: akSAf: <!>£?:: 
ann>q>0A. l >: AW: X<Dfi: *«»*: axSAf: noh-ll: HXy D ^A*l>: 
VHrl>:: a>AhAXt: *n>T: flol?^"! 1 : AWA:* a^Mrft: 
%fD-9ao». AH-frm*: 6 ATM: 1A: t+"if: AA^Wtfit: ChAV. Xfc£: 
tXHtftfo*: 7 ££•££:: a»RA£: 9 en^A^t: | a>AAh:* 1A: H-A-. c f. 59 6 8. 
KXFbC: | waol?V?ao'i w XAh: AJMi: 11 And: fr-mA9°i *UW:Bf.i7i«2. 
A$£kfc: 18 (fol. 74 a 2) <dA«W: looAIh: IK: AClHtfl: 
(DfrftftOT: a^&jPfffl: 18 flwnW'H': *XHH: A*:: a>UA»: 
ffclPtf**: -AI^O: A^Ot: AX7HX>: A.HWI: toCfttft: «Wft: 
A* ff 71:: M atfACU: a 7\\ittao'i hm>: KM: ©AAtfmJ.: 
oo^^H*: 1 * A7A^: tXHfl: Ho-flt: «n>R/h$*:: a>JWh£lV* 
hm>H: £-AJV: 17 t^A: HAhm*: AH: AHTW: 18 AXTT: ATMit: 
lPWi: 19 C*0: a>AS+C*: "JAM.: y-fcS: JB7A4-: frfl©«: (UMr: 80 
Jtt#: a>A<n>kK*:: 81 ©AXTIH: RA$J: 1A: JfA*: | <n»A¥*lt: Bf.i7ibi. 
AH-A-: KVhCi ©AH-A-: 88 A*: AH-A-: 88 h<n>: frlSta*: aoAXtit: 
tfA£A*: AA°?Mit: HAH-A-:" Jtt#: a»AZ^: Xfth: AlAt: 
a>A«K*: Gfcflo:: affl-fr: HJ&t+ajy : 84 AUTF: tXHW: Ha^O?: 88 
1A.1TH: Afc-ACi: hm>: ^^C^aon AH-A*: ZH>: AH-Ji: 87 HX1AA: 
^A*!*:: wfiO?: hM.\ x M£&\ AH-A-: JW: AOA: ©AAlftt: 
hfl»: £ta>h*«: Ay&K: A^AK*: a>£*<n>?ni-: fftlfflo*:: a>W: 
AXItAU-: 0A.?: 88 IMit: ©AH-frtfo*: jn-ACJKfl*". 80 W7C: tu"»: 



1 B artiOA: Xy^-liS: w»AM*: 9y°: 2 B fl»AW: 8 B 

A-AAW: (sic) 4 B (Daoh&l: Htu»^o»: 6 B AW^rft: 
aiAfD-^crfi: a>¥A^ffl: aw»7A. fl WA: * B AH-A*: AH-A: 

7 B a>Xh-£: tXHH: • B ajRrfif : • B a»AAh<: 

u BtD9 w WTIi "BAJMk ,S BA«PC*JP: 13 B a>7«»A-Pffft: 
m>VI1t: M B -AfrO: A°?0t: «l?A: A*l>: AX7RXI: MMl: 
hCA+A: AA^TI: » B noAcpit: 1S B o»JtAi*Frt: 

" B omits ^-AA: 18 B XHW: " B Au»?J&: * B AH-A*: 
91 B auroAMrh M B a>H-A: ffl B AH-AJf: "• B AH-A-: 
88 B H-A-: H^t^o»y B : * B Hu>£0}: w B AH-A^ itil: 

" B hAA: »9*n: a B 9Aft M B ttQCra*i MZCi 
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Bf. 171 6 2. ££8-tfD.. tXHH: YhJ-i 1 Xlbjriii a>AA: CX?: | fr&A: Wft: h^tf-s 
<M: 1*9°: <DiMi IK: X1H: j£*#ij&: a>£>A&: XA<n»: CAJi-: 
Cf.60ai. fflLtfh aioo-ftft a*?!!-: 8 07C: (fol. 74 b 1) whC\d\%: 7-M: 8 
mf.^: X%: 4 ar%£OH 7.W: MRCs 6 Afc^Aft.?: arao.e"n?:« 
JLf Ml: bCft-Hl:: <DiA<5: tK: -AHf : tf»T0rt: A0A.?: 7 y'Mft: X1H: 
fOfras 8 WWii (DXmti 1A& A0A>l>: R?: X7H.frArfi.C: a>CX? s 
A°W: X1H: #hS?a>: 9 a?a>-flm-: y»A*X: <n>AXtrft -OCr*: X1H: 
.PRa**.: fthA/lt: flCyi; 10 atfi-A*: *A: CX^W-s AXA: <LR<n>«: 

Bf.i72ai. ftyvpao". a>S0C79ao". u a>-At: A°y|J&: A0A.?: 1J TMMrh X1H: 
^OCO-j h<n>; 0/ft^» <D&t<0: *&ft: *Wft: j&h-l: A^Ot: AAfli*: 
AX7HXi: MAA: hCfrHl::=:: 

<dX1Hj £-iA.: ls Hit: %fD-9\ 3>Ai KytWfi-i w£(btr: 410-0: 
ftlti *1<?A: 14 XA<n>: tRTOh: a>*Ai*CM; ip?£: <hA.<7h: 
X^IXfth: XAh: fy":: am^X: 16 AhA.rt: HA.£*¥ft1: AftS"AA: 
/"AA-: 1 * *&A: H&U+: A^Ctf*" 5AX7*: 17 AWAVh: <DSAXTt: 18 
i-Tl^th: affOXW AyOh:: w&narti A^Oli: 30 Xy-OH^I: 

Bf.i72a2. A^Ot: 0A.J&: a>£h|«AC: Ai^h: mfiaoXh.: •ntt?1: n XAH-fl: 
Xy°H-A3f: M ©J&7JSA*: 33 1A: ft*: «Cftt.fitiK Xlt: W*«lHh" 
AT"^: 7-AR*:: arf£A: ^iX?-: 26 (fol. 74 b 2) m>1iiC: «Dtft7°<;: 
©£a>fl: H^hai-l: 8 * Xyvph: **A:: a»AA: A^O: *&A: "ICft: 37 
IM^h:: art^*: Afty: a>M: 07C: X1H: 7-O-M: h/h-tH: 

Cf. 60 a 2. a*At: ttP-it: cutADA: 88 AaofcA: ©A1H: f-YL9°C\ | X1H: UAa*: 
aD&TH*: £1414-: affi-A*: A-flA: a>£ft: apRXfc: ?A: XA: 
I-Vip-L:" artvMWIfr: AXA: tftXA-i.: 80 AXTtM::=:: 



,"7 LO 
P- Jfl 






Bf.i72 6i. artC<r» |<n»: 31 a>£T70-: <z>A1h4-: Xy D 7^A-: AA: CX£jP: 






S 



1 B YlP'^i s B <d-AT: Ht: 3 B 7»£?: 4 B omits a»f SZb\ 
X"tti: * B XJR*C: 6 B waoJUrWi: ' B A9A^: 

8 B £9*41: • B WHat-i 10 B 414-yj: » B (DpiCVao-. 
"BHftinm/ii "BjBrf»,A.: 14 B*ol?A: "BartWX: 
u»AAt: AhA.At: " B^AA: IT B HthA: AXTh 

18 B a>?nh&i AXTT: t7Ayth: » B a)JHh£: AXTt: 

40 B AXTt: AyOh: 0OX: X^-AH-JI: 81 B omits 4IIW1: 

w B X^H-Wf: M B (DJ&7J&0*: M B **<f»IR: AA7°h: Ay^-^: 
26 B wfitohA: f JBA: ^BHjBhffll: *> B fll?ft: HTh +AA?: 
A0A.£: ^iyrfi: » B <DtA9A: M B f iviP-t: arf^hilh-: 

80 B fc-tflXA*: 31 B adds tttra*: 
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AA&AA: bChtflii tfj&ftta flonsri! odIj Mtj a>£ft: «Wfl: 
**ft:* 7*14-: AX7RX?! A.ffrft: toCA+ft: Thm H"A-:: ffl^ftflr. 
ooftipi! Jh.CJ-: Kit: ©iUtft HALCh: ^OX: Hf: AUTF: »C*f : 
coth&Atn*: A/frH-fl: X^'llFtf*: 8 Xy B *iU , oD«s Ai7Ch:: a»ft XA: 
ftXm>Os a>£(MiP: Anoft^l: 1AJs te^C: ATfTF: th&Ri 
HXy°ffl: Xawn**!:: 8 <d£0,A*; aohQI: rh<M»*.:< (fol. 75 a 1) 
Alt: fflj&ftfh "WAtt Xa>: WfAs M: aiAXTt: toth&ftoao*: 
1#h tDtthlft «n>A<f."fc nXTt: y^ti 1^7j AXod: KJh: 8 HuJ: Bf.1721,2. 
whan* iiCfttPiVi: a*KHH: floA^ls ^^frAP: toaflU". h9°%K\ 
y°AA: diTHI: ai*h <n><Wh«Ot: 7 ai£fMh «n>A¥1: 8 hrh*: XC: 
ALCh: tOXi a>.flt: <n>C*fA: 9 WW: t7«9*: 10 haoj H7-A<S: 
i»»fo»Clun» , : n Ai7^t: (WlX/tfTh: *iCft:Wei ftl:: 17<SLh.: 
£XH»: 0XT1-: 9"tih n "W: h«i: rf»£s ©ftjfc*: JACti: HTft 
aofOA: afX^A^ir: <n>*tXh:: a>fi>(l>tri alfft: K\t\\ Xy»A>flA: 
flriwS: 7<IJh aiAXTft H<J.*.£»i-: XMs *ft£: A17^: AWE: 
I.CT1 Hit: tfD&Xtots 18 *h1|<tT:: a?£ftfrs <n>A$1: ft£*;| Bf.i78«i. 
UAm-h: XAh: r^":: a>j£ftfrj *&A: *l«l: OXIt: <?*<!! hCAffl:Cf.eo«8, 
H-O^Ch-: Xl-flC: y°AA: M-Oft*: A7**°:: X*»; X*-*7-&:" 
^AAs XA: hJh9°CP'. (fol. 75 a 2) AX7HJrtl<feC:: XA<n>: JM*¥: 
a.*A?A: ,& ^AA: ^T«i w Aftflf :: a>K9°M\ 0£a>: WW 
AAj&cDt?: XAs 'Jtfoq; 18 m-ftt: X^UVn*-: a>£a»A*: <n>A¥1: 
u>0s 19 £XH>; AX°?A»iti w ajT»£-7: Ah: 7.Wi: X"JH: *fwJ.«E: 
»Tt: a»rf»^7: rh<Z.«fii S1 art*A<n>jfch: CXAh: hCAt-ftfE::" «n>Ah: 
MlXA.: AJ£art*h: a>$<M: | cdip-Oj Aft^WVirfr cd7AX: 1A: Bf.i78«2. 
"Iflo^h: a>fr<Mli B a>0#»A: CXAh: X^JHIh ©.Pit: 84 fc&fl: MA: 
*<C*C: AftyC: 8 * AT*u»: MP'^i <dXR<d-C: m XS"4Alh »hA.A: 
70H1: X?**:: !Lfi9 v tl6ihi Hn-aM.;" HttCfma Xft«n>: 
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1 B **A; fll^A: »*; 7-04- 1 ([Mfrhl s B omits this word. 

8 B *awnA.*1: 4 B no^'^'J: **«»•: *"»+:: ©J&ft: «»WrA: 

8 B AMh: * B AtD-: hCA"t^«B: " B doCA-A: 8 B omits 
this word. ' B (rvCfo-fi: 10 B t7u**: » B 7»flC: 

tomt\OvtO'i » B Aylt: f^7: M B cn>A»ht: I4£t: 

14 B Xy-X^AT*^. "BWAH "B-JTAIi " B omits X 
18 B OaoHi •• B ivOh.! » B AA°7Aht: » B Hf^7: 
rftd-h: fflAooj&hs M B V: M B omits this word. 

* 4 B <0£n,ft»: 2S B hP'^e-. ™ B fflXjlC: " B adds 

1A: Ht<L*^: 
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A4»A&h-: IMtti: 1 AX*it: H+ttfi-: 2 AX7&X?: Mfrhi *iCA+ft:t 
cd.&A.A': 3 cn>ft$1: (IthUPi* mktlCPi XTh ff: 6 7*: a&J»G9>i 
ATMUnA,: HAU.7 D : cpAMp: X"ffl: diMi Mt: 7AX: fAs 
*XHH: iTby.; w£Q,i flB-0: fflCft; £-Jj&At: 6 Xh-1: rf>£:| 

Bf.i78 6l. a>Xfrn>?T: 1A: *XHH: 17-^»: fcCA+A: RfOa: 7 W:: 
<DAft.y(fol. 75 b 1)*imC: OA.?: [m>]*y»£+! Xflh: <n>Afc 8 *°.£C: 
f A: 1"H*. tfftvh:: <d<&A>(Y: <n>A$ri: wO: 9 AA^Wtfrt*: A-AXA.: 10 
Cf.«06i. Xyo^ffD; £*H-<?: AT-Artifl,: 11 /"Ph: AAWi | J^Tnti: 
<DjRA.fr: *WA: 12 hao9°\il\ 0<n>1:: ATA: A.J&*fli>?T: AH-feh: 
XM: r*»Ch,: XA<n» : X7RA-Arh.C: «A.fc Hj&hA: £2>A.P: AJHih: 18 
£a*A:: a»jBA»ft»: <n>A¥*J: A77M.: &A«: £7ai>*: fr^P: ©AfrAPX: 14 

B f. 173 b 2. £A: 00: wVri: ^HK-: J&A,ta ,s fluA^I: | .TOdhJ.: *WA: ATTH*: 
H-ffc: <D+0cD.+hJ.: HTF: aoWM; cDao+a»¥t:: , « a>.£A>A»: 
*&A: J&floflAhJ.: HVAA-A: AA-«: AUTF: H-Ji: XA«n> : 2«Mh" 
AtaCA-f-A: At: 18 aM&^M.:' 9 AHXR10.-: tojBA.: croA^I: ft-TlP: 
*iOA: a>A&JP:: AXai>: »Ah: l7-u»: *i&fc ACA: *J7/"h:: cp^ftfr: 
*»Wn: tRC*?*: 20 AA-A.&: AT*u»: A"^:: a>,£A,ft»: eroAS'J: aoU 
cd-X-F: Ay"tti: Ht-AA: A-fA^C:: 21 a?£A.ft»: -AO-0: *Wfl! tD-Xf: 
AffrA: w&& X7HA-Adi>C: rhfah; «Moi: (fol.76b2) &A161™ 

B f. 174 a 1 H-to: a>£A>fl°; opA*?!: A-fA^ChJ.: hcn»; +y»(h | i7^»t: AXTh 
*iCA+A: ©AH 8 !: 23 £*h-».: H-fr:" Hj&HAC: AtoCA+A: 28 
tDAyltJ.: 86 ntWs AAa»*::=:: 
cD^ftfr: ailh.* X«n»: tcn>(h AOA,?: 28 A*iA: XA*.£: XO+A: 
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AWF: tW: AHA*: a>A.e"«: XyHTF: 9A*": h1*F:: XAm»: 
C f. 60 . Rvh.«p . H^Aii: » I adj.: jfchAAi: $*C: AhCAtA: AHIfc y-WA*: 
td^AJ.: OC+IJ-:: 30 AXy»C: hop; AAA: H£fc&: aoqjW: AhCA+A:: 8 ' 



s 



1 B H-fr: M-iih: s B H7J^h-: AAyAM: 8 B a>£0,i 

* B ft<?AjP: 6 B ACAOt: 6 B jE-iJ&Al: 7 B hCAf A: 
H?0a-. 17^:: 8 B o»AA: An^j y»^-<;: f A: tKM: * B u»-0: 
10 B a-AXA.: » B AIMKnA.: 12 B A0-O: «»l?A: A<n>*i&: 
u B ^^Ai': AHt: Htt: " B omits X 14 B cdX"JH: ^tt<?P»: 
^A.ft": ,6 B ar*0a>4hU "HI*: «n>^u»¥1*j: a)j£ftft»: " B Ad-lh: 
18 B omits Mi w B££&k.L: » B t0C¥b ^WWC: 
"B^fli^: ^BcdXHH-: » B H-A-: 2S B omits this word. 
26 B ©Ai^Ti': tJHO: » B *^.A: <»l?A: 28 B <^A0A>f: 
29 B omits this word. M B OCfih 31 B A7-A<I: 
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tD£Mn aohGli fflh tMahhi AlMi: h<n>H: ^felli' CV»?i 
A-flX:* flfc£:: a>£O.Ar: ol?fl: AA**!: A^/k?"9L:' ittih: XA«n>; 
•Of: A^frft: fcCft-Wl: H£££AL: AH-fr: 4 ZH>:: awp-X*P: 1 W^*tfi>':Bf.i74«2. 
AAA: JLLCVPi OH-A-: 10: Xlt: J&-i£Aao«:: a>£0,: noASI: 
Ayft*: fftf: XAt: HJH0A-02V: *i<n>: X°VX: 7TM.*:' 
(fol.76al) &Ori whA\i9°\ $£tf>u< a>AO: h9°9th>\ XAt: 10: 
^^Ih: a>ifl<!: OA*: X1H: £a»-<l: ^»P0-: a>A.t*D*::=:: 7 

a>j&a»ft*: <n>A$?: **WA: A.t0a>*hJ.: 8 XA*:: a»^fl.A»:' **.A: 
*l?A: X7RX?: A.?A«A: *iCA+A: ip-X-F: .PRTJi: XA<n>: JMvS: 
Xm»: (DAFT: 10 a>-ft+: XAt: A^avOtti:: awpRA^t: fcfcA: 
£-0A.; u A-tSCUPtf*: AXA: ^'H-A-tom*: 12 ^Phtf*: | A^Ato^A:' 8 A f. 174 b i. 
&£tiA<: jUTA^: 14 <PCWA: AH£*i&: J$AX: av^X: 14 hiKbtn 
fl<D-At: 7yjy: XA*:: W a>£fl,A»: ooA^I: X"JH: thW. 17 AT*: 
1-AyC: 18 HWi «n»RA¥t::=:: 

a>mi -AfrO: °M: £fc: X7RXf: A.HWI: fcCAfA: Afl: 
£a>A«*fl»«: 10: 17^*: awn>WH*: JLfrhMi HtflA*: XA«n» : 
£*<D0Ah<n>«: AftY: HtWIfl-:: 19 a>£fl,A»: ai>A|Sri: !0 AXtfoChJ.:" Cf.6C63. 
tiCA-f-Atiao*: h<n>: UAartiao*: I'/h^oo*:* 8 Hit: A°7fli»:: a>fi.Q,tn 
*&A: WA: XAa»: ai-Xf: (fol. 76 a 2) Ay°Afc: HAA°y»: M 
AXoo*!: H£<n>ft-X: XyfcfctfD: Wl:: a>|£0,ft»: <n>A¥1; 1.fr7: Bf.i7 j>2. 
J&Xft: Hit: <m»0: AJCT&trt*: aM»C: 10: A.<n>*h: ad'Hl: 
rfi<Mi:: a>£0,ft>: *&A: A^Of:" A*>Cft+ft; MA: /ft£l>: AIT^": 

tWSVi flh«n>: l7Cfch: fr***:* 7'fld: Hit: Ht<J.*J?:: XA«n>: 
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7"»H-«Ji: S6 ADA: ^P?: aii^Af AX:* 7 aw??:* H£<fl>M>: *^Mi" 
TW: A<^M::=:: 
a^ftAr: 80 <n>A$1: *£*.£*.: XtA?-^: 31 ti&AtPf: odtOA: 



1 B ftltfk "■ B omits this word. 3 B /LJ&Aop'M.: 

4 B OH-A*: • B 7H£: 6 B IjRft*. 7 B <Dh.¥ia>* 

9 B frHtP-fti}.; • B ai^fl,: «• B a)^+: » B a»W: »*A 
«n»frrh«i:: ^ft: » B omits too©*: 1S B a>i<jjttA: XyXA; 

14 B ttAi AA: ^C«f»: » B J^A: fDJ»?i » B a>-At: XAt: 
70**":: " B A<f.T: M B XC: W^Ci l » B O^X* 

A'Jt: HtiO-: » B omits this word. 21 B AXoo^J. 

K B trh^tfo*: a B OATI: 2 * B a)A ff yO'F: * B +JEtfo*: 
a B ^"JKlh: s A omits X M B a?<hA.tf : M B omits 
this word. w B J&fl,fr: 3l B Xt97^h: hAA.: aiu'A'A; 
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hao t trhA.: arnOii artOCQi k7°Wl1ri XA.e-:> H^hflh:: 
<D£Q,ir: tfltfh hX7°On F°HCii "OH-I: OAt: hm>: &£*lrf>£:| 

Bf.i76»l. Aftylh: A"W: w7°£Ci: ?A.: 3 Mt; hm>: tA^: u»A«A: <n>T0A: 
<D<n>ftXhli: £XH»: X1H: My*}; 3 h«n» s ftCftW?<H:: ffl«: 
&£va><0: Atf'WVht: 4 cD&.eAyOh: OO^:: ait^O: rn»ft^1: 
atfHH: •Py D R*: *ft«Ph: f4*i: s AAA*; a>£*fcA?»i <0: 9°AC\ 
tD£ht\C9>i \it\f-\ a>^0C+: aiJ&ftrf»<WPj AAOA: 3 aJ-X-fc ^X.1;: 
a»tD7rt: 7 **A: <*Wft: (fol.76bl) AUTfc 8 MlUA: <n>A<p-h 
fc£WM; 9 A«li; Rve-fc AMA-A: hCA+A:: <Dj£fl,frj AodASI: 

Cf.eiai. rtXm>: fcertlh: 1 ' M?!*?; ftXh-^: 11 AtKOA.: X^HIf: 

Bf.i75a2. M|b &£ti/h£: AX7H.X?: X7HJWMkC; 12 *y°Ah.?:: tD&liMD-O: 
AXPTlt: a>h.&l>aC'. <J.+*: 13 ASft-h: A£fllT-: <0£fl,ft': cn>A<hfc 
AXAZ: 14 MiAa*: jOb*?*}**. ?SMhP: u (oMlti X-Ai! <d-A1*: HA&: 
©TWIT* 1 : XftaD: t\aorao». AJkayMrt*! [ft,Wfc]::=:: 

©XIHs ^H-CITJP: fi4Mn u aohGl: V-ttTPi IdrtO-i Xfttf»! 
X&Xf: J&*07A: 17 Jtifc: awD-XfAs X1H: JMMITJP: f&r>9°i 
<d&£HM1: u <d£M1C! 5: Xywftfo*: HAff*; IWlt: 0rhjB: 
a>£ftft*. 19 -AM: A<n>ft¥*»: W^"CJ.: h<n>: Hfl»A HCAt-fl: 

Bf. 17561. fc£7-Afr: ^•1<:: ao <»M: ^ItftiJ.: 31 £*i7u*: XArn>: r*h 
AlMh Of ftlfflo*: Xy&^ai*:: UA-h,:" <P*rfi: rti ©^tRao*: 
AIHi::=i: s 
w£0,tei tfl»ft$1: Will; wO; Mi a 7&ti ! ri wfOi-QOi:: 

tDt&ir." *&A: WA:* iifiMi to-flCh: AA-flX: rtrt-ti:: a>K\t\: 

s => 

Sr tv 



v 
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9 £ 



.e&a*: X1P/X: h-O^s HfrMfi: A-t: (fol. 76 b 2) arfrtThA**:* 6 
rfi<Mfr mitftlA Rftlh: Ohcn>: JM**?: H£-0&. 27 -fUM . O^-flfca*; 28 
Ort"7j&: Xftai>; fc-OC: HILMis* ftC&P; a*X* amid; XVHJMihC: 



o o 

£ 2 

o -a 
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1 B OO^s ! BMi ! B XtAffDl: < B AA^Ilt; 

a»A.J&Ay9h: s B 1JU: • B 10A: 7 B -natf: artOlv* 
8 B mn-Ft: a»A.hUA: * B jfcliM: ,0 B Wf hi » B *Xh-^ 
,s B AX7a»-nrf»,C: ,3 B ^/i; » B AXAs ,s B Ml JP 
16 B ^ft: " B J&t07-^: ,8 B wf.fk\ »rhA: 4IXA. 

X^flJ-Atf ao*; HAffO*: ,9 B omits this word. M B ^rfd,l>i 

81 B jUVMh J&t07A-i B B OOfc: a B AIH10-; 

34 B CDfi.0,1 * B omits this word. M B aiX^^At- 

37 B omits this word. w B OA-flhffO 4 ! AA"?^! 33 B HH«P 
' c B hl*F; aiAol-JA: 31 B kti-aCi w B a>7i£i 
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AOAfc ©Xtfo-TIV ££>Aft: <D<J.A.fV •OCIH: *&A: ©A.fcart*: 
ATM-frs ©[CXf: m»A<Pl: R|W 7*W+s AA^O*: 4 a*HH: » J -JJ*^- 
£FMVJP: a>rt<p.frX:* A0A>l>: «P*A: H£<l&: 1<WA: 8 IfcTnis 
AUTF: *£«: WA: AAA.: HA.tao.£inj AIT-;": aiA^O: 
AA°Wtfi*: Yiao; ^Atf.^: 7 a>£t\2:9\ Mti%: ft: XAff»: A-A^O: 
£*+i£: AA^Mit: 1A.TTH: 8 hOAX: 9 £74«: ^l*: 10 a>-At: XA*:: 
wfiaYi wt[£9\ A-AfrO: A"70t: WAs **A: m>*ti: +*A: 
<DtAa»-JP: H-ft-tf^s A-AA: U7C: £CAS-: A^ D /»: A-AfrO: 11 WA: 
a^Ct: 12 1A: ?**: X*iH: ^frfuM^" A-A^U: 7JT:: fflOfr: 
flAC^: hCAt-H: a>M7\Caf>". A*W: AXA: Wy-CP: Bf.i76«i. 
(fol.77al) tDfhJT'CFOv. 1 * ©AAA: Jfc-iA.: 15 HAAOA*: <dA&0: 
Hdhfii fl»h<f.:: 16 AA: TohA: AX7H.A-AA.C: ©AAA: ffl.!*: 
(DAfrttml: A«P*rh: HAHH: 17 A0A»l>: <DRa*/>: AilCAtA: H<SA?*: 

<d«*0Ad: 18 7»: ai-At: A"7J&: a>A«?/h: X.£«E0«: fr&At: AOA: 
tA^l?: JOT: ai^O.: A«MV: AAH-th: [A]Ay*Ati: A°y£: A.ttWl: 
iiCA-Hl: XA«n>: A/WL: 19 a>KC(h*'. Xytf: h«n»: A^AT-AL: 80 
RAA.:: AA: aiU-Ahl: 81 70H: h<fl>: &£&*.£: A^°h: fr*.ft:: a^XH,; 82 
A+AL: AHt: A0*: 8S aMAL: *07>"t: MrWlrK: a>|tamf: Bf. 176«2. 
AiSAfc f fth: Ay°Ah.fc A.M-A: hCA+A: fflXA?^: Ah: AH-A-: 
ZH.:: <D"Hlt: 17<S: •AXfr: IMMu [ffl:] «">*!»: | A^O: araoma): C f. 6i « 8. 
\it\P-. <Pfltf: cdHATJP; AAj&<£: artviAm: CXA-: XT"/"?!)*: 
a>BO: A7£ ; h /"PU*: fc&A: mtDla>-9\ a*At: XAt: «DfM-:: 
a>UAa>-: M: 0.&D-: AX": *<?-: XA: Wyj-: [©J-flH-?"*: £.£■£.£: 
<DftT$X«P: AXft*:: (Dh^h: J»?V". (foL 77 a 2) fflCXA: fflo»A^-5P; 
o>-At: ao^-H:" AA&AA; hAC: fflXAIt: flH-J:: ohdIIW. fl»t: 
5: X^ilfoo*: aHDfi£9\ fl»-At: "Ifcl: Al*?^*: m?: 25 X1H: Bf. 17661. 
^A^AAlPj AX7RfrAA.C: H<dO-Aoi>«: m t07^"t: ©AAA: »A<S: 



1 B Xtfi>-TF: * B (Di-tiTt: 3 B frlO: 4 B <»l?A: AHH: 

8 B tDHahhKi 6 B "}*»: 7 B $.t\S:9\ e B «D"JfcTni: 

9 B omits this word. ,0 B f»2Q». »lOA: " B A**A: 
12 B (DibWClrl u B PribV*£.\ M B omits this word. 
"BfrWL: 16 B Xtf»h<Mh: M: " B HXHH-: 18 B a)«->»O^JP: 
"Bft.rh.G7i: 20 B ^A7*AL: 8I B ©y^lhi: ■ B <0£XH>L: 
» B A9t: M B m-frt". Alt: cn>piH: 2i B OAJ&: 
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XA*: ©-fit: 1 ^Plft: (DhcmH: t£R<n>: ft^O-: Hao; x<d&. Aa>C1 
1*C: J atf^: in: 3 m»^"*i} s Mft-A: tiCfltfl: TW 8 : HO*"?! 
HA-F: fUlrfit; afrAC: fflhXflrt; 4 A9Aa»: 9Ay°: A 4 ^!:: oftni:: 
*&A: <D-oa-0s 6 ffl?fl: n°70t: tift-C; 6 a^J^: nij&ft-: <d*<id* 
©y^^yi:. a>iv<r£: 70tfc X^lfrfr: 7 fflflm-CH-F; WU: ao^ 
awo^+^j 8 WJTli (DlVAu <DXy\C"*<!: T^Kod- A^fr: Miao 

B oVei6i" A *- e<n,s9 I ,z<:s wa °Xte WfiVin hfli>: 10 £<MlXjP<n>«:» | Ag 

' hVbC: artOaUiti U7C:" a>C0£t; atf.£.Pfffcy; awojWfc" tXHW 

hffo s jByjffr: t9jE.l; XyW<!4.fi 14 hm» s .fccerXjPaP*: AA-AX 

<»£#.<>: ftttftA: upn^l: J&A.£: ^tf-: A*&A: "ISA; ^AA,!/-: 
hm>: ^.h-ffj <:£/t: <0A4rft>::" ffliCy; -fff-h Ha* At*: ^W: 
frOCU: ft"F: Onj&: .ncyi: ©1^: X^A-AX: h«n>: A.J&H 
(foL77bl) AXjP: 18 a>ft^+s a>*0l7: a*ftft rftaoC: airM-s: 
a>AA: ABvh.: ,? (lihaoCi "yXhA: *$£<&.f: a>XA*ri.£C.f: 18 1 

Bf.i77al. (DhtnrCHZPao'i WEts (D^l7$ft Xftcmj <ii>.ff|7fi:" Aa>-At: 
AAC: <d&(WV; <d1<E1: hA/Un*: 20 <p7ft<n><; h<n>: 7R: 7*n>&: ai^Jaj.*: 
HfkDWav. 10; rhcn>C; hm>: &\p>\pao", AXA: iP-Affc: <Dffi0A: 
ftlft: XAt: Xy^.Ptf-: AfcfcA: *WA: 10: 7£<fl>-: WbW 1 artl-Afr: 
a*At: A<fcC:: fflX^H: 7-Afr: afiihhao«. *i0A: id-X*: AH: M 
XAt:: ©XT^e-I^U-A: A7&: ft"fc a>^4-: tDklhi-i H-Aw*; XA: 
a*At: rfitn>C: atfyj.: AX7ftfrAA,C::=:: 
©A-AAJ"; atfXiH-JP: 23 A"WA: A"70t: XA«n>: .eij.. n^Ptf-:: | 

Bf.i77a2. afcp>2:-ht.\ ^ao-fr. aov06ii AJMw Vldi XAXtfK£CP: watte 

X7°IK: what-dh-: r>?fy\ AfcfcA: *WA: A"70t: S4 yAA.lftfo-:: 

Cf.6i6 2. <dOC7: m dum\C: X*"XA: XAhlfcCP: XAh: rfij&+: AAC: 26 



en 
o 
o 
O 



1 B AAA: s B A1«C: 3 B 1A: XmXi: * B mhXA 
5 B omits this word. 6 B adds CD-afrO: '' B XylXrt* 

fDahCWP: 8 B coat)(h6\ (&$.$&>, J7^. wiJiSli 9 B /ifcgyj 
10 B omits hff»: " B J&»'flXjPffi»': Al^ft-F: ,2 B Old: aoQ^T 
» B oiffldA: " B X^X^*^: AXA: fthie-CP: ,s B aJOArti,: 
16 B h&n&Pi '< B n»rf».: <^XhA: dthC: ,8 B A¥<S^ 

<dXA: tefiJ>:Cf: » B Xd.'Bt: an.fc'mi: X^AAC: a)i«1 

ffl^0«A; =° B bAaMtlTdo*: 2I B (DT*^: ! * B AIR: HXAt 
M B ajftXfc-tjP: » B adds «oa«0: S5 B aiOC7- 

16 B omits this word* 
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m>CfcT:: arM-Ofr: Atffc 9°M\ d&tii 1 toMtfap-QP: Afc&A: 
"ICft: tD(W?0«. (orhpao'i A;WM: 2 af<H&P<nt". AAXA*F: Xftft: 
(MMk "2A*"}: H£a>A: (fol. 77 b 2) <n>C£T:: a>AA: £+.£: tnWJ: 
£*<n>?T: *<?£*£:' <d£+.C: £A.£: J»W». y»AA»U«: AW: 
mkWiPi* «A: 7<n>&; a>&*itM: 7cn>&:* .Hftshft|/h: a»"ET*»: B f. 177 b l. 
ftt: hAX: 7c">&: a>&}]fJA: A1+&*fr::=:: aW7U-: *JWl*»:« 
*A: H-flro^s ft7»Wi: XA: yftA^m*: artAA: HfcUA: *V*+::=:: 
aUtiH: **?A.ft: <n>A<pi: wbXavd.-. h<n>: X^fA: X7tLfr0fh>C: 
Ws a>1.e?: «?::=:: 

©7-Od: ^0ft»: 7 AfrAft: WA: A^Ot: *A: 00: A£X*: XCAjP: 
HfWC: ho»: 8 rf»£: (D^Oflrffo-s AWE*: XA: £<n»flA*: look: 9 
dpiMri 10 X74U-: <dA7&: u A**F:: ©MA*: A£Xt: /"0A: 
*A: /"PV-: Afr&A: "WA: OXIt: ^XAtV 2 wwM: ^tlM". 
Yiao; ^h-Vi ao^tt: 15 a>|ft<Dit: AA<hC: <d(UMI&:: m <D7-fl<S: Bf.m 6 2. 
A/"?!*: «7W: Xy°O0: «¥7: HA^JfrU: art.£AA.:: tD£4.¥i 
aat-lvPi 1 ' aoMi: artao£aii >A/h>£: yftA: W&tPu athao; 
1&& kVHJMthCi SCK\ fAS»40-. ©fj&A*: A^PU-: A*&A: 
<T.£ft::=:: 

(fol. 78 a 1) mfrli" artut: rfrthA: XTh JBX* -AAC: aiCXft" 
"yi+t: ttf ACU: *A: aopatCt: Akfcft: "ISA: 18 A^Ot: a>+CA: 
1 ftfr: a>ft| Am>h: *0»0«:: fflllAm.: 19 «?: A-AX: f^J&jPI: 80 ^awn*: C f. 61 63. 
ffl-JiP^: ftft-l*: Aatfue-: 21 axShA: AiK: a>HAfn s aft*- X1H: 
jE^iD-fr: n*^^Z0 , ap*s wth^ati | X7<50«: atflhi-: A«flX: XA:Bf.i78ai. 
OAffl.5 21 IK: amC<&". a>kS:\ HCX?:: ©hut: X7tLfrO<h>C: 
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XO^ltlfflo*: ©CX^T: 81 A^Tf-H*: X"}t: ^J^^-; ai^yj.: 008^: 
itleatf; XA: Aufr: HH: RA0-: ^ < EU-: B Xy°U7C: 10: m»«Nl^0-: 44 
AAA: WA: a>tia»rt«: Af^A: X7RA>flrh,C: (DAAXA^: A**ft: 
fflVA: a)^i: 2s 9A.?: ^P^/h: aitA^O; H,?U«: XoDCf-T:: a»H-A»ffo-: 

1 B thfb: (DKltfrnfr-OP: 2 B Aifcttt: 3 B A^^: ^#A 
* B arta-TH": 5 B 7«n»A-: 6 B **«9': Aa-ft»flo«: 

7 B A0fr: *A: 0d: A**A: <^VA: A^yO^: 8 B hao- w- 

9 B 7m>A: 10 B ^*At: » B A7&: K B ftXAt: 

13 B A1H*: M B 0A041X: ,& B Aa»X-P: » B M\ 

BtDCXf: 18 B omits this word. ,9 B a>UA<P-: so B 17^: 
21 B omits this word. » B mChS-Vl M B ^"i: 

24 B aopMO". Afr&ft: *A: 2i B amAXA?: W: 
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XA: Wfc OAm.: 1 HO: .£¥: to*: PrtZ: 8 artditD*.: a&rLmfa* 

w<t(h£aL.: athaVIx "fiX-s 10: oop-diV".* ft*: UClkt^i: 1 h«n>: 

(fol. 78 a 2) H^^trot:* aiA+A-: m-A**: "71-H*: AftyAA: | 

Bf.i78a2. HCXfc: (DfiKti ZH>: £»•£■.£: m>0Mr. 7 a>A>A.t: A*«flX: TO*":: 

aiM-A*: HfiWlb* X^tolX: <»71-H-: 9 awoAA C1+: 10 a)+fl*: 

.£<».?: J&*<Ca>fr: n Xy°HW: £¥:: artlWfr 11 OTs ft*: fiCfttJPI: 

Afttfi*: *&ft:: 18 0<n>«POA.I>: A*&A: **VArA: A.*: **A*: HXA: 
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